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Mr. GREELEY moved an amendment to repeal 
the act providing for the auxiliary guard of Wash- 
ington, 


The amendment was ruled out of order. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT POR rLAND. 

Mr. GRINNELL, under the direction of the 
Commitice on Commerce, moved an amendment 
to appropriate, for the purchase of a building, to 
be used for a post office, United States courts, and 
custom-house, Portiand, Maine, a sum not ex- 
ceeding $150,000. 

He stated that the 


appropriation was recom- 


mended by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, who 
atated that sufficient accommodations were notnow 
had for the custom house at that port. There was 
tat ae . o yr : 
no doubt it was for ne interest oj thre ‘ nited 
States: the oid if had cost S180.000, and could 
now be purchased for S150,000. The revenue « 
lected at that port was over S200 000 per annum 
7° , ‘ . a? ts i { 
ri eanpronriation was unanimously recommenacd 


i 
, 


by the Committee on Comme: 
Mir. COBB, used the point that the 
amendment was not in order under the Sist rul 
yy Pw > 
he rule is as follows: 


of Geor: 


“No appropriation shoukt be reported ino such 


, or be in order as 


general 


appropriation ball an mmendment thereto, 


for any expenditure not previously anthonzed by law, untess 
in continuation of appropriations for such pubhe works and 
oOhiects as are already in [Wo ees, nod for contineencres for 
earrving on the several departments of the Government.’ 

The CH AIR overruns | the obrection, and de- 
cided that the amendinent was in order. 

Mr. COBB appealed from the decision. 

ry? } , ; - ' 

Phe question, 3 8 ll the decision of the Chair 
stand as the iad rment of the committee?’ was 
taken and decided in the aflirmative—aves 9], 


noes 34. 
So the decision was sustaine 1, and the question 


was stated to be on the amendmem. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT 


Mr. BOWLIN moved an 


amendment to appropriate 875,000 for the purchase 


r tre 
ST. LOU! 


amendment to the 


of fA site and the erection of acu stom-house at St, 
Louis, to be so constructed as to contain all the 
public offices of the United States at that place. 

ary, he said, for him to invite 
committee to the importance 


It was not necess 
the attention of the 
e 


the erty ¢« Q, 7 2. of } fits vaet Nerre 
of] the ¢ Yor at, AUIS, ANG OF TS VAST commerce, 


It was a port o€ delivery: and besides a custom- 
house, he enumerated a land office, an office of the 
receiver and register of lands, a recorder’s office, 
a t nite j St ates court house, post on ‘e,. Aa Super- 
intendency of Indtan affairs, and a braneh of the 
independent treasury, for all of which offices, he 


United States was 


WW 


said, the Government of the 

now paving an enormous re nt 
was, to erect a cust capacity 
and arrangement to hold ail these public offices 
and relieve the Government from the payment ot 


His proposition 
mH-nouse ¢ f suit ible 


these rents. It was absolutely necessary for the 
increasing commerce of that port. Notwithstand- 
ing it was twelve hundred miies from the ocean, 
the amount of customs there received was almost 
equal to that received at Portland, for which place 
an appropriation of 159,000 was recommended. 
[Severan voices: ‘** What is the amount of the 
here collected 777} 
Last vear (Mr. B. replied) upwards of $75,000; 


ast $00,000, and the amount was 


? ’ 
duties 


the vear vefore 
increasing yearly. 

Vir, GRINNELL inanuired what was theamount 
of rents paid by the Government for the public 
ormees it t ? 


, 
Mr. BOW LIN replied that he was not certain 
as to the exa but he believed it was not 
less than 85.000 ann ally; allof which would be 
suved by the e 
Mr. WHITE inquired whether thisamendment 
had been recommended by the Committee on Com- 
merce, or been by 
Mr. BOWLIN replied, that without the inves- 
tivation of any committee, every gentle man knew 
the importance of the city of St. Louts, and of its 
vast and increasing commerce 
‘The hammer fell. 


tamount, 


tron of a single building. 


} 
ore that committee r 





Mr. BOWLIN asked for tellers, who were or- 
dered. Friron and Craxrke of 
tucky 

‘The question on the amendment to the amend- 
ment was then taken, and decided in the negative 
—AVCS 4, noes 52. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to 


( Messrs. Ken- 


THE CONG 


Mr. FARAN moved to amend 
ment, by adding an appropriation of seventy-five 
thousand dollars for the purchase of a site for 
custom-house at Cincinnati. 


a 


Mr. FARAN, in explanation, said there were 
more goods bonded at Cincinnati, and imported 
directly from Europe, than at any other city in the 
western country, except New Orleans. If gen- 
tlemen would look to the receipts of customs, 
they would see that the western merchants had 
for years been importing their own goods direct 
from Europe, and that Cincinnati was the great 
point where they bonded them. if there was any 
necessity at all for building these custom-houses 
in the western country, outside of the city of New 
Orleans, Cincinnati should not be overlooked. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. Grin- 
NeLLand the CHAIRMAN, on a point of order, 

‘The question recurring on the amendment as 
amended— 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he had not intended 
to offer any amendment at this time, because the 
committee had generally been indisposed to adopt 
any kind. But he would now 
) if Chicago. He need not 
what was 


measure “of this 


move to add the city ¢ 

tell gentlemen where Chicago was, or 
tis commerce 

The CLIAIRMAN interposed, and requested 
the gentleman to send his amendment in writing to 


{ ur 


Mr. WENTWORTH put his amendment in 
form of an additional appropriation of $75,000 
fora custom-house at Chicago. 


s, Mr. W. said, was ail they would ask. If 





| correctly informed, St. Louis was not a 
full collection district. It was merely a port of 
delivery. Chicago was a full port of emry. Ves- 


ls went from that port directly down the St, Law 
renee to the ocean and back again. Revenue was 
‘ted there. ‘There was a register’s and re- 
ceiver’s office, and a post office, and the last term 
of the United States courts had been held there. 

Hie hoped, if the House sustained one of these 


appropriations, it would sustain the whole. 


Mr. BRODHEAD inquired of Mr. Went- | 


wort, what was the amount of the tonnage and 
luties collected at Chicago ? 


or thre ¢ 

Mr. WENTWORTH said the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropueap] was as well pre- 
pared to answer that question as he (Mr. W.) was. 
He had not the statistics near him. But Chicago 
was infinitely ahead of St. Louis. There was no 
comparison. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and decided in the negative— 
ayes 49, noes 70. 

“So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
i¢ ected, 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the 
amendment as amended— 

Mr. RUMSEY moved so to amend it, as to add 
at the end thereof the proviso, * if the Secretary of 
the Treasury should deem such purchase expe- 
dient,’ &c. 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
ayes 72, noes 32; no quorum voting. 

[¢ tries of ** Call the roll.’’} 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired if it was in order to 
move that the committee rise? 

The CHAIRMAN said, the motion was not 
now in order. 

Mr. VINTON said that if the committee should 
now rise for want of a quorum, he hoped that the 
call of the House would be carried out to the end. 

Mr. HUNT, Mr. ASHMUN, and others, called 


for a new count. 


The question was again taken, and the vote | 


stood—ayes 74, noes 50. 
So the amendment to the amendment was adopt- 
ed. 
The question then recurred on the amendmentas 
amended. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
mittee rise. 


I move that the com- 


Mr. VINTON. I hope not. 
Mr. COBB. Lhope so. Hope against hope. 
Mr. VINTON. ‘The committee has not passed 
a single item of this billto-day. I hope the motion 
to rise will not be agreed to. 
And the question was taken, and by ayes 47, 
noes 72, was decided in the negative. 
So the committee refused to rige. 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the amend- 


ad Jan, 22. 





The question reeurring on the amend 
Mr. GRINNELL as amended, was take) 
amendment was_rejected. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved the following amend 
ment: 


To reimburse the Corporation of Washington on, } 
cost of the City Hall building, one-hali thereot bee , 
pied by the circuit, district, aud criminal courte yp 
United States, twenty-nine thonsand three bundr 


ment of 


» aud the 


] 
it 


enty-seven dollars and thirty-four cents, ($29,977 44 a 
same to be expended in fiushing the exterior o tie e 
City Hall building by the Corporation of Washington, yaa 
the direction of Une President of the United Sian ees 
A > ~ . . 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, raised the point that 


the amendment was out of order, under ¢| 
rule (above given). 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the objection, an 
decided the amendment in order. : 
Mr. CHAPMAN briefly explained. He gaiy 
he presumed that gentlemen did not know tie 
importance of the amendment. It was for the pye. 
pose of completing the City Hall in this ¢; .: It 
was true, it was a building belonging to the Corpo. 
ration of Washington; but it was equally trys 
that the Corporation had appropriated one-jalf of 
the building to the use of the Government, and 
it was used by the Government for its cirey): 
district, and criminal courts, and for offices pt 
record and other offices attached to those courts, 
The act of March 3d, 1823, provided that a build. 
ing should be obtained for holding the courts of 
the United States; and the Corporation of this city, 
in pursuance of that act, had set apart one-half of 
this building for these purposes. The Corporation 
had expended over $58,000 towards the completion 
of the building, so far as it had gone. It was now 
asked that the Government appropriate one-half 
of what the Corporation had appropriated. Were 
gentlemen willing that this building should remain 
in ifs present unfinished condition? It was a dis- 
grace to this metropolis; a disgrace to the Govern- 
ment that it should remain so. In his judgment, 
it was the duty of the Government to appropriate 
every dollar that was necessary to finish this build- 
ing, and put it in proper condition. The Corpo- 
poration now asked that the Government reim- 
burse them for one-half of what they had paid, and 
proposed to apply that sum, not to their own pur- 
poses, but to complete the building under the diree- 
tion of the President of the United States. 

Mr. FICKLIN (on a pro forma amendment) said 
he understood that there had already been made 
by Congress an appropriation of upwards of eleven 
thousand dollars towards the erection of this huild- 
ing, in addition to the donation of the lot, and that 
it now belonged to the Corporation, and that the 
Government had no contrel over it. He was will- 
ing thatthe Government should pay a reasonable 
rent annually or in gross, but he thought that the 
amount proposed was too large. He would like 
to have a proviso attached, that before any of the 
appropriation was expended, the city authorities 
should first execute a conveyence to the Govern- 
ment of one-half of the said building to the United 
States; said conveyance to be approved of by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. As the matter now 
stood, they might appropriate $29,000 to complete 
the building, and it would be entirely within the 
control of the city awthorities, and the Governnrent 
would be liable to be required to vacate tt abany 
moment. 

The amendment of Mr. Cuapman was rejected. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, offered an ament- 
ment to provide for the execution, by an Ameri- 
can artist, of portraits of each of the Presidents of 
the United States, to be placed in the President's 
House. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, raised the objection 
that the amendment was not in order under the 
Sist rule. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the objection, and 
ruled the amendment out of order. , 

Mr. DICKINSON moved that the committee 
rise. Rejected. 

COAST SURVEY. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to reduce the item for 
| the survey of the coast of the United States from 
$186,000 to $165,000. , 

He stated that he did not wish to do away with 
the coast survey, but he read from the report of the 
superintendent of the survey, to show that the 
officers had transcended the sphere of their appro- 
priate duties, and instead of confining themselves 

|| to the survey of the coast of the United States, had 
| been engeged in the survey of roads, ponds, hills, 
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&e.; and that its surveys extended twenty-five 
’ a back into the country from the coast. They 
J also surveyed every little creek to which they 
radcome; among others, the creek which gentle- 
en crossed In going to their boarding-houses, (the 
Tiver,) to its source. The appropriation for the 
was $165,000; and he thought if their 
rations were confined within the legitimate 
that sum would be sufficient for the present 


mi 


; 


last year 


er here, 
; The'amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VINTON moved the following amend- 
went, to come in between lines 500 and 501: 

” Por printing 2,000 charts of the bay of San Francisco and 

rigor Sacramento, under resolution of the House of Repre- 

contatives of the 15th January, 1849, $260. 

~ This amendment was agreed to. 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

Vir. SAWYER moved an amendment to strike 
aut the item ** for completing the centre strip of 
Pennsylvania avenue to 15th street west, $1,200.” 
” He said they had appropriated $4,000 last year 
for this work, and none of the money had been 
expended as directed in the appropriation. He 
wished to know by whom the appropriation was 
asked, and what was the necessity for it. 

Mr. VINTON replied that the work was under 
the supervision of the War Department, and he 
read the estimate from that department of the sum 
nronosed in the bill. 

* The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VINTON moved the following amendment, 
to come in between lines 503 and 504: 

For publishing an atlas of charts of the surveys of the 


i 
northern and northwestern lakes, made under various ap- 


propriations under the direction of the Secretary of War, 
, Pa ; ontinuing the survey of the northern and northwest- 
ern fakes, S10,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the committee rise. 
Rejected. 

ADULTERATED DRUGS AND MEDICINES. 


The following item being under consideration: 

For salaries of special examiners of drugs, medicines, and 
chemicals, $6,600— 

Mr. EDWARDS moved an amendment to in- 
crease the sum to $8,000, provided that hereafter 
the silary of the examiner of drugs, medicines, 
and chemicals, at the city of New York, should 
be $2,000, and that he be allowed a clerk at $1,000. 

He suid it was well known to the commitiee, 
that during the last session of Congress a law had 
been passed to prohibit the importation of adul- 
terated drugs and medicines. It was known by 
gentlemen, or might be, from the report on their 
tables, that a very large amount of such import- 
atons had been detected at various ports, more 
particularly at New York, into which port four- 
fifiis of these importations were made. ‘The gen- 
ieman who was the examiner there was a man 
of skill, integrity, and science, and now received 
>1,600, a sum less than the ordinary appraisers of 
tat port. He labored ali day in his office, and a 
large part of the night in his laboratory, and he 
(Mr. E.) learned from his report that he had al- 
ready passed $2,000,000 of cgarser chemicals, in 


addition to the duties which were enjoined upon , 


lim, and he performed this immense labor at this 
low salary. He proposed that the salary should 
be increased to $2,000, which was the salary of 
ordinary appraisers. : 


Mr. FICKLIN inquired of the gentlemanfrom | 


Ohio if this examiner was now allowed a clerk ? 


Mr. EDWARDS replied he was not. 


Mr. FICKLIN made the point of order, then, | 
that the amendment was not in ordér, as the ap- || 


propriation was not authorized by law. 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to overrule 
the objection. 

Tellers having been asked by Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee, and refused— 


The questidn was taken, and the amendment 


was agreed to. 


The following item being under consideration: 

For support, clothing, and medicinal treatment of insane 
pipers of the Distriet of Columbia, six thousand four hun- 
dred dotlhars— " 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved to strike out 
the item. 


'FHE CONGRE 


Mr. HALL, in explanation, said that he saw | 


no reason why the Government should support 
the poor of the District of Colambia any more 
than the poor of any other part of the Union. 





The amendment, by aves 21, noes not counted, | 
was rejected, 

A motion was made (by whom the reporter 
could not learn) that the committee rise; which 
motion was rejected, 

The following item being under consideration: 

For the warden, clerk, physician, chaplain, three a 
ant keepers, five 4 
oft the Di-trictofC 
fifty dollars- 

Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out $8,550, and 


36> ¥° > S22 
insert $6,283. 


, 
Pen ferntiars 


hundred and 


rards, 





tnd messenger of the 


Olumbia, eight thousand five 


This amendment, Mr. S. said, would bring the 
appropriation back to the point at which it stood 
last year, and at which it 
of years. He saw no good reason why it should 
be increased, : 

Mr. S. te llers, who were ord red, 
(Messrs. Venansce and Potiock.) 

And the the question was taken, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 49, noes 73. 


oe ; 
had been for a number 


asked for 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved that the Com- 


mittee rise. 
the a e 


The motion having prevailed, 
rose and reported progress. 

Mr. McKAY eave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill to authorize the coinage of one 
dollar gold pieces at the mint of the United States 
and its branches. 


THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. GAINES asked leave at this time to pre- 
sent the petition of Silas H, Hill and other members 
of the City Council of Washington, praying the 
abolition of theslave trade in the Districtof Colum- 
bia, or that Congress would empower the authori- 
ties of Washington and Georgetown to pass a law 
to that effect. 

Objections were made to the reception of the pe- 
tition. 

Mr. GAINES moved thatthe rules of the House 
be suspended to enable him to present it. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

And the question having been taken, the House 
refused to adjourn. 

Mr. VENABLE was understood to ask the yeas 
and nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BARRINGER desired to inquire of the 
Chair whether the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. 
Gaines] could not present his petition, under the 
rule, at the Clerk’s table. 

The SPEAKER. Clearly so. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Is not this petition from 


the Common Council of the District? and is this 4 
It is not usual | 


treating the petition respectfully ? 
to put such petitions in under the rule. 
it may be read. 

Mr. GAINES. IfI have the privilege to with- 
draw the petition I wiil do so, giving notice that I 
shall present it under the rule. 


The SPEAKER. 


I ask that 


his motion to suspend the rules. 
Mr. GAINES. I withdraw the motion. 
The SPEAKER. 
before the House. 
And thereupon, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following prtitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred; 


By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Mary A. Davis and | 


154 others, of Ashburnham, Massachusetts 5 also, of Catha- 


severally praying Congress to prevent the extension of sia- 
very, to withdraw the protection of Goverament from the 
American slave trade, and to suppress slavery wherever 
Congress has competent jurisdiction. 

By Mr. FARAN: ‘The petition and accompanying papers 


| of Joseph C. Linn, for damages done the furniture of his 
|| Steamboat in the transportation of volunteers. to Uneir homes 


from New Orleans. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The petition of 100 
citizens of Pembruke, New York, in relation to the freedom 
of the public lands. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of citizens of Warwick, 
Orange county, New York, praying Congiess that a grant of 
lands be made to the State of Illinois, to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from the upper and lower Mississippi to 
Chicago. 


By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: The petition of Wilson Holt | 


and 50 other citizens of Perry county, Mlinois, praying a 


gran} of land to aid in constructing the central railroad,econ- | 


pecting the upper and tower Mississippi river with the chain 
of northern lakes at Chicago. 

By Mr. BLANCUARD: The petition of sundry inhabit- 
ants of Exst Barre township, Huntingdon county, Pennsyl- 
vania, tbat a grant of lands be made ty tie State of Htinois, 
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min Given and 79 others, 


the division of 


Clairsville, Ohio. in fawor 
our ontronal ves 


eiizern 
frankineg 


eizens ot Phitadelohia. tor 


cerning the mnpe 
me certain 


The petition is not in pos- | 
session of the House; the gentlemap can withdraw || 


Then there is no question 


mo 


Ci ame 


to aid in burtding a ratirond from upper and lower Missis. 


sippy fo Chicago, ou the same conditions of the bill that 
passed Un Senate last session 
By Mr. CLARK, of Maine: The remonstrance of Benya- 


citizens of Noblesboro’, 


HMV’ariest 
Valdobore’ cotlection district, 


By Mr. FARRELLY: The petition of Daniel Gibson and 
many other citizens of Mercer county, Penusyvivania, fora 

storation of the teriff of 1R42. Also, the petition of eiti- 

ns of Crawtord county, Pennsylvania, for a post route 
trom Meadville to Titusville. 

By Mr. CUMMINS: The petition of G. W. Dingman and 
Kitother ciicens of Tuscarawas and Co-heecton counte s, 

the State of Obie, praying for the establishuent of a mail 


ife from Chili, in Cosheeton county, via Bakersville, 


Buckhorn, Port Washington, and Gilmore, to Cadwalader, 
in Tusecarawa 


como, 
By Mr. GREELEY: The memorial of citizens of St. 
of directing the employment of 
els in Uansporting American citizens to 
fahuionta. Also, the memorial ot Jobn Green and other 
s of New York, in faver of cheap postage, and no 
Also, the memorial of JohaM. Ke nnedy and other 


tretorm tn the wnede of com- 


puting Congresstonal noleage, 


By Mr. HUNT: The memorial of Henry O’Rielly, eon- 
achment ot Judge Mouroe, and for correct. 


traudolent schemes for influencing legislative 


and jndicial action, and the operations of the Patent Otfiee. 


By Mr. FREEDLE Five petitions, numereusty signed 
by the workingmen of Monigomery county, Pennsylvania, 
for an immediate modification of the 4 ; 


evenue hiws, so as to 
protect our avricul: 


rraland manufacturing interests againat 
depressions caused by having the surplus from fore lgn work. 
shops thrown upon our markets, 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The 
herst and Aurora, in the 
Maine, for a ehanee of post route 

By Mr. STUART, of Mtehigan: The petition of Charity 
Chattield, of Michigan, widow of Joel Chatfic ld, a solider 
of the Revolution, tor a pension 

By Mr. SIDNEY LAWLENCE 


that the “iemornal of 


petition of citizens of Am- 
county of Llancock, and State of 


A resolution providing 
Jonathan Elhot, Heory Jurdock, 
BR. "Thurston, W. Craneh, Thos. L. Thraston, Samuel Bacon, 
Joho P. Van Ness, and 1,056 other citize ne of the Distriet of 
Columbia, praying for the gradual abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia,” now on the files of the House, be 
withdrawn therefrom, and reterred to the Cominittee on the 
listniet of Columbia 

iv Mr. GAINES: 


The petition of Silas H. Hill and other 
member 


rs of the City Councils of Washington, in the Distriet 
of Columbia, praying Congress to abrogate the siave trade 
in said District, or to empower the authorities of Washiug- 
ton and Georgetown to take laws to that etfeet. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Lowa: The preamble and reso. 
Intions of the General Assembly of the State of Ik wa, on 
the subjeet of procuring from, Congress a compen ation to 
the citizens of the United States, residing in lowa, for their 
services and expenses in detending the southern boundary 
of the Territory of Lowa. Also, the joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of lowa, for a mail reute 
from Fort Des Moines to the East or Boon Fork of the 
Des Moines river 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Phineas Stevens, 
Frederick A. Nash, and others, citizens of Middlebury, Sum- 
mit county, Ohio, praving Congress to grant lands to the 
State of Tilinors, to aid in bnilding a railroad trom the Upper 
and Lower Mississippi to Chicago. 

By Mr. PILSBURY: ‘The memorial of merchants, mari- 
ners, and citizens of Galveston, for a light-boat to he placed 
off Galveston bar. Also, memorial of James K. MeCreary, 
of ‘Texas, for payment of a stave employed by a quartermas 
ter of the United States army, in Mexico, 

By Mr. SLINGERLAND: The petition of L. Benedict, 
Jun., and 91 citizens of Albany, New York, praying for the 
passage of a law establishing a cheap and uniform rate of 
postage. 

By Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware: The petition of eiti- 
zens Of that State, praying for cheap postage. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 23, 1849. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
areport from the Secretary of War, enclosing a 
list of contracts made by that department durin 
the last year; which, on motion of Mr. JOHN- 
SON, of Louisiana, was ordered to be printed, 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting a report of Dr. Ed- 
wards on the practical operation of the law for 


ae : , | the prevention of the importation of spi 
rine Gorton and 522 others, of Unadilla Forks, New York,—- |} ae pre 1 of spurious and 


adulterated drugs and medicines; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a letter from Mr. Breese, Senator from 
Illinois, resigning his situation as a regent of the 


|| Smithsonian Institution. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was ordered 
that the vacancy be filled by the Vice President. 


| RESOLUTIONS FROM THE STATE OF IOWA, 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a resolution of 


| the Legislature of Ohio, in favor of the establish- 
| ment of a mail route from lowa city to Keosauqua, 
|| in that State; which was referred to the Committee 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. D. also presented a resolution of the Legis- 


lature of lowa, praying the establishment ofa mail 
| route from Fort Des Moines to the East or Boon 
| Fork of the Des Moines river; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Posts 
| Roads. 


) 
{ 


Pee oe 


eat 


berez” 


re 


ny tara done tty ho inet 


sea 


“Qa 


eR 


a ee 


AARC ge cata 


£9 


a 


= 


ers 


2 


Pen obs 





RTS MLS WES 


+, 


a + 


_- 


324 


Mr. D. also presented a preamble and resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of lowa, in favor of com- 
pensating the citizens of that State who were called 
out by the marshal of the United States for the 
Territor y of Iowa to repress an outbreak on the 
southern boundary of that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from Timo- 
thy Cavan, asking to be allowed a pension, in con- 
acguence of a y received by him while in 
the military service of the United States; which 
waa referred to the Committee‘on Pensions. 

Vir. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
Hartwell Carver and his associates, fora grantof 
lan ind a charter for constructing a railroad from 
Late Michiwan to the Pacific Ocean; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

fr. sented a remonstrance from H. 
O’tcilly and others, against the passage of the 
bill to promote the progress of the useful arts; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a petition from 
George Whitman 
taken and used 


'). also pre 
! 


king compensation for goods 
y troops of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Al “ire : 
Mr. DIX pres 


and ship masters 


nted a petition from merchants 
of New York, asking that two 
amall vessels be placed at the disposition of Lieu- 
tenant Maury, for the purpose of enabling him to 
test the accuracy of his wind and current charts; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition from the New 
York State Agricultural Society, praying that cer- 
tain statistics be included in the census, and the 
establishment of an agricultural bureau; which 
was referre | to the Select Committee on the Cen- 
sus. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition from Catharine 
Oliphant, asking for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition from citizens 
of Providence, Rhode Island, asking for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. METCALISE presented a petition from M. 
H. Campbell, a volunteer in the war with Mexico, 
asking to be allowed bounty land and extra pay; 
whieh was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. : 

Mr. BREESE presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Illinois, instructing their Senators and 
requesting their Representatives to use their exer- 
tions to produce a reduction of the rates of post- 
age; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition from Charity 
Chavield, praying for a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. l'. also presented a petition from receivers 
and registers of land offices in Michigan, asking to 
be allowed a commission on entries of bounty land 
warrants; which was laid on the table. 

Vir, HAMLIN presented a petition from Joseph 
Wryer and one hundred and eighty citizens of the 
United States, asking that the public lands may 
be granted in farms and lots to actual settlers free 
of cost; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
William Henry Bush, asking redress for illegal 
arrest and imprisonment by the Spanish authori- 
ties in the island ‘of Cuba; which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FL1TZGERALD presented a petition from 
Daniel V. Quenaudon, praying for a grant of land 
in the Territory of Oregon, for the purpose of es- 
tablishing a colony there; which was referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. BELL presented a petition from George 
W hitman, praying that certain duties paid by him 
in importing goods into Vera Cruz, as a suttler in 
the army, may be refunded; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from certain 
friendly Seminole Indians who served in the army 
of the United States during the Florida war, pray- 
ing remuneration for their services; which was 
referrec to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a pe- 
Sivion from citizens of Rockville, Maryland, praying 


for the enactment of a law to prevent the issue and 
circulation of small notes by private individuals in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from citizens 
of Maryland, praying the establishment of territo- 
rial governments in California and New Mexico; 
which was laid on the table. 

[The memorial sets forth that the institution of 
slavery has ever been interwoven with society in 
some wavy or other, and results from the-nature of 
things, and must continue an accompaniment (by 
necessity) of whatever partakes of human ordi- 
nances and human institutions. It is of divine or- 
igin, recognized and sustained by the precepts of 
the Bible, and rules laid down for its regulation 
clearly and explicitly. One-half the States of this 
Union recognize the institution of slavery, and 
ruaranty the rightof property in slaves. To pass 
laws forbidding the extension of the institution to 
the Territories of the Union would in process of 
time abrogate the institution where it now exists, 
and thereby partake of the nature of an ex post 
facto law, in violauion of the express terms of the 
Constituty . 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from 
merchants and others, citizens of St. George, in 
the State of Maine, praying for the establishment 
of a new collection district at East Thomaston, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented a remonstrance from citi- 
zens of St. George, in the State of Maine, against 
the establishment of a new collection district at 
East Thomaston, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YULEE presented documents in relation 
to the claimof Captain George McClelland, for the 
services of his company of Florida volunteers in 
the Seminole war; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a petition from citizens 
of Washington, District of Columbia, praying that 
the slave trade may be abolished in this District; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the petition of 
Sarah Mackay was taken from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bil! for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of Gilbert Stalker; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported 
House bill for the relief of Jeremiah Moors, with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Thomas Li- 
nard; and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Moses 
Levy; which was reada first time. 


BILLS ON LEAVE. 


Mr. BREESE, pursuant to notice, asked and | 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to define the pe- | 


riod of disability imposed upon certain bidders for 
mail contracts; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to grant a right of 


way to the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company; ' 


which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. KING moved that the bill be now taken 
up for consideration; but objection was made, and 
the bill lies over. 

The objection was subsequently withdrawn, and 
the bill passed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. UPHAM submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Brattleboro’ or Towashend, in the 
State of Vermont, through Jamaica, Winhall, Manchester, 
and thence to Whitehall, in the State of New York. 


Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs ve in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing for pay 
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of the clerk and messenger of the Superintendent of Indian | 


Affairs at Detroit, the suim of six hundred dollars per annum, 
as hereiofore allowed, 





cae Jan. 23. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitte 
following resolution; which lies over 
rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions he instr 
to inquire into the expediency of passing an act allow... ted 
all officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians 
vates in the army of the United States, who are dis 
who may hereafter beeome disabled, by the loss of » Binal 
limbs, an eye oreyes, while in the line of their duty . the 
public service, a pension, at @ rate to be fixed according > 
their disability. aad 

Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following re 
solution; which was considered and agreed 't, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States he re 
quested to transmit to the Senate,so far as is consisy 
with the public interest, any correspondence between, 
Department of State and the Spanish authorities 
island of Cuba relating to the imprisonment in said 
Mr. Henry J. Burk, a citizen of the United States, 

Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution 
which was agreed to: 7 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be reqnested to eo 
municate to the Senate, if within his knowledge, what eym¢ 
of money were advanced to the party of the Creeks known 
as the Old Settlers, or Western Cherokees, or to their dei 
gates, signers of the treaty of 1546, imunediately after tho 
ratification of the same, by whom and under what cireniy 
stances such advances of money were made, and how, whey 
and by whom, the amounts so advanced have been refunded 
or repaid. 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, submitted the following 
resolution, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee oa the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab 
lishing a post ronte from Belleview via Anchen, Canton, 
Edinburg and Anamosa, to Independence, the county seat of 
Buchanan county. That the same committee also inqnire 
into the expediency of establishing a mail route from Bloom- 
ington via Tipton, Rome, Anamosa, Delhi, and Garnevilio, 
to Prairie du Chien. 

Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur 
nish to the Senate any docuinents or information in his 
department relative to the claim of Captain George BE. Me- 
Clelland’s company of Florida volunteers, for military ser- 
vices im the year 1840. 

Mr. YULEE also submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the present minimum price 
of the pine lands in Florida. 


CREDENTIALS OF MR. BUTLER. 


Mr. MASON presented the credentials of Av- 
prew P. Butier, elected a Senator of the United 
States from the State of South Carolina, for the 
term of six years from the 4th of March, 1849. 


DR. JACKSON’S REPORT. 


On motion of Mr. FELCH, the report presented 
yesterday from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
enclosing a copy of Dr. G. T. Jackson’s geological 
survey in the State of Michigan, was ordered to be 
printed. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. FOOTE. I feel it to be due to myself as a 
member of this body, and to the Senate itself, that 


| 1 should offer a short explanation in response to a 


card which I find to have appeared on yesterday 
morning in the National Intelligencer, over the 
signature of his honor Justice McLean, which con- 
tains denials of statements made by me in debate 
here a few days ago, and assertions of fact touching 
matters discussed by me on the occasion referred 
to, which, appearing in one of he respectable 
papers in which we publish an official account of 
our proceedings, seems to be specially entitled to 
the kind of notice which it is my design to bestow. 
The Judge commences his card as follows: 

« Respect forthe Senate, where remarks were made abu- 
sive of myself on the 18th instant, induces me to make te 
following statements.” 

He thén goes on to observe that— 


“ The first accusation (alluding to myself) was, that I have 
said that ‘ our institutions will never be well and wisely and 
‘successfully maintained and administered until what he's 
‘pleased to call moral influence can be brought to bear upon 
‘ the Government—who dares to denounce the sel cted can- 
‘ didates of the great political parties of the country as mere 
‘ prize-fizhters.’ ‘The term ‘ prize- fighters’ was never used by 
me in reference to any individuals ; the thought of making 
the application to the late candidates for the Presidency 
never entered into my mind.” 


I wish it were in my power to withdraw the 
accusation which has been so positivel denied: 
which I would certainly do were I satisfied that I 
had done injustice to the learned Judge. But as, 
upon a reéxamination of a certain leter of his 
quoted the other day from memory, I find that I 
did not at all misunderstand or misrepresent 18 


| contents, instead of withdrawing the accusation, 
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4 evidence of the most conclusive character. I 
ald in my hand a number of the National Intelli- 
vencer, dated in November last, which contains a 
‘etter signed ** John McLean;”’ which letter is da- 
ted October 26, whilst the Presidential conflict was 
in fierce and fiery progress; which letter seems to 
be written in respouse to one urging him to take 
an active part in the Presidential contest; in which 
ietter the learned Judge expresses himself? as fol- 


no 


lows: 

«My pear Sir: Your favor of the 16th instant was 
received! a day or two ago, and in answer I have to say, that 
under the peculiar circumstances in which I am placed, I 
have deemed It prudent to refrain from any active effort, 
or the expression Of any Opinion, in regard to the present 
contest for the Presidency. My views are well known to be 


in opposition to the extension of slavery.” 

Then, after a long sentence, setting forth the im- 
nortance of “‘rousing the moral energies of the 
people, and bringing them to bear upon the politi- 
cal action of the country,”’ he adds: 

“An experience of more than thirty years enables me to 
say that no reform can be hoped for ander the lead of politi- 
cal prize-fighters.”” 

Vhen we consider that in this letter the Judge 
is formally announcing his own neutrality in the 
Presidential contest, endeavoring to assign satis- 
factory reasons to his correspondent for taking no 
part in the pending strife, it is difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that in declining to follow ‘the lead of 
political prize-fighters,’’ he did intend to allude to 
General Taylor, General Cass, &e. If he did not 
intend to be thus understood, he was exceedingly 
unfortunate in the selection of language; and I am 
sure he would himself find it quite difficult to affix 
a different interpretation to his words than I have 
f-lt authorized to adopt. 


The next paragraph of the Judge’s card is as 


follows: 

«The second accusation was, that lI ‘urged upon Congress 
‘that no more pecuniary supplies should be voted for tire 
‘maintenance ofthis war, in order that the Government might 
‘be foreed, for want of the sinews of war, to withdraw our 
‘victorious armies from the enemy’s country in disgrace,’ 
&e. I never uttered such a sentiment to any one,” &c. 


Letus see. In January last, when bills were 
pending in Congress, whose object was to supply 
to the Government the means, In men and money, 
of prosecuting the war in Mexico with vigor and 
effect, to the glorious consummation since realized, 
Judge McLean wrote a letter, under date of the 
ith of January, which was apparently prepared 
for publication in the newspapers, a copy of which 
is now before me, in the colums of Niles’s National 
Register, from which I read as follows: 


“To all human appearances the termination of this miser- 
able war with Mexico is more remote than when the first 
hlow was struck. In my judgment, it was unnecessarily and 
unconstitutionally commenced by marching our army into 
disputed territory in the possession of Mexico; and I think 
that Congress, who unquestionably have the power, should 
putan end to the war on just and honorable principles.”’ 


What the Judge considers ‘just and honorable 


daa will presently appear. He proceeds 
thus: 


“ After agreeing upon the terms on which a treaty shall be 
made, they shuuld call upon the Executive by resolution to 
offer a peace to Mexico upon that basis; and, during the ne- 
gollation, hostilities should be suspended. If the President 
shall refuse to do this, in the military appropriation bills the 
army should be required to take such position as shall carry 
out the views of Congress. These bills the President could 
hot veto, and he would he bound by their requirements. This 
may be done by the House,”? 


After discussing very boldly the issuing of treas- 
ury notes, and deciding against such a measure, the 
Judge thus expresses himself: 

“To meet any deficiency of the revenue to pay the cur- 
rent expenses of the war, I would authurize loans at par 
paying not more than six per cent. interest; and if loans 
cannot be made at this rate, let the Administration resort to | 
a system of taxation [observe what follows] which shall cause 
the people to fe@the expense of the war. All wars should be 
accompanied by q system of direct and internal tazration. 
Nothing short @f this can show, in addition to the sacrifice of 
Afe, what we pay for military glory,” &c. 

In conclusion, he says: 


“Trisk nothing in saying that an attempt to adopt such a | 
Fysiem would wind up the Mexican war in sixty days. And | 
this shows that the war should be put an end to. This may 
be done by Congress in ninety days, and I pray God that they 
may do it.?? 

Well, sir, in my judgment, such a prayer was as 
unpatriotic as any | ever heard of. Had it been 
answered, as no doubt it was fervently desired to 

—in other words, had the war been brought to 
an end by such means as those mentioned b 
Judge Me ean, to wit: by a grinding and merci- 
less system of direct taxation, so as to ** make the 


~ 
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have decided upon maintaining it by evidence— 


people feel the expense’’ of prosecuting it further, 
and thus, by disgusting them with it, the war 
should have been made to terminate in sixty days 
from the 7th of January, 1848, it is too evident for 
denial that our **Government would have been 
forced, tor the want of the sinews of war, to with- 
draw our victorious armies from the ene my ’s 
country in disgrace.”? 

Judge McLean desired all this; he devoutly 
prayed for it; and yet he now declares that he 
never *futtered such a sentiment to any one.’’ 
The-Judge’s memory, it seems to me, is as un- 
sound as his political morals, and | wish him a 
speedy reformation of both. 

The last allegation made by me against the 
learned Judge he explicitly admits to be deserved. 
He goes further, and, to my profound surprise, 
and doubtless to the surprise of the whole country, 
he dares to justify his conduct; even threatens to 
repeat the offence complained of whenever he may 
feel inclined to do so. And that, perhaps, was the 
most serious accusation preferred against him. 
What was it?) Why, that “he undertook to ad- 
* judicate a question before it had yet been submit- 
‘ted to him for decision, and which hqwell knew 
‘was more than likely to be ceenealiba for de- 
* cision in the court where he sits with others for 
‘the discharge of high judicial dutieg,’’ The 
Judge, after confessing the writing of the letter in 
question, concludes his card thus: 


“This is the first letter, so fur as | now remember, that I 
have written for publication within the last two years. As 
a citizen, 1 claim the right, and shall exereise it, of forming 
and expressing my opinion on public measures.’? 

In other words, he claims the right, under such 
circumstances as existed when he wrote the letter 
under consideration, to write such a letter as the 
following: 

“ CoLtumBus, July 28, 1848. 

“GENTLEMEN: [have delayed an answer to your com- 
munication of the lith imstant, that Ll might have time for 
mature reflection. ‘his was due to you, lv myself, to the 
object, and perhaps to my country. 1 have endeavored to 
consider the matter in all its aspects and consequences.” 


After declining to permit his name to be sub- 


mitted to the Butialo convention tor a Presidential | 


nomination, he thus concludes: 

* Resting upon the principles of the Constitution, as they 
have been judicially settled, the free States, by moderation, 
vigilance, and firmness, may prevent the extension Of sia- 
very to the free territory lately annexed. Without the sane- 
tion of law, slavery can no more exist in a Territory thuna 
Slaves are not property where 
they are not made so by the municipal law. The Legislature 
of a Territory can erercise nO power u hich is not conferred on 
it by act of Uongress.”’ 

Such was the gratuitous dictum of Justice Me- 
Lean upon the grave questions alluded to by him; 
all of which, I maintain, he well knew to be open 
questions at the date of his letter, non res adjudi- 
cala; or, if not absolutely so, at any rate quesuons 
concerning which the ablest legal minds of the 


° . . ‘et j 
Republic were at issue—questions which, about 


the date of his letters, or a little while before, un- 
derwent a discussion in this Chamber not svon to 
be forgotten, and to the result of which the whole 
nation looked for weeks with breathless and in- 
tense solicitude; questions difficult, exciting, and 
of the utmost magnitude, for the regular adjudica- 
tion of which by the Supreme Court of the United 
States a plan had been most wisely and patriot- 
ically devised, and which, it was hoped by good 
men and sound patriots everywhere, might yet 


' obtain Congressional sanction, and be instrumental 


in rescuing the Republic from imminent peyil—re- 
establishing the old relations of fraternal kindness 
between the northern and southern sections of the 
Union. 

These questions yet remain unadjusted. Justice 


‘McLean has disqualified himself for all participa- 


tion in their future settlement. He has furnished 
a most unfortunate example of judicial indiscretion 
by the promulgation of his opinions through the 
medium of the newspapers, which, if not properly 


| rebuked, may be hereafter imitated to an extent 


both mischievous and disgraceful. He has de- 
clared his determination to perpetrate a similar 
outrage hereafter, whensoever he may choose. 
He has mingled fiercely and ungraciously in the 
strife of political warfare. He has openly, in the 


midst of war with an obstinate foreign foe, taken | 


sides with that foe, and against his own country. 
And now, when it is proposed to extend to him a 
high privilege, and a Senator who 1s called upon 


to vote in favor of extending to him the privilege | 


in question, in his place refuses to do so, and 


' assigns his reasons for such refusal, he is accused | 


B25 


of uttering the language of unjust “abuse,’’ and 
his statements of fact most insultingly and arro 

gantly contradicted. Not wishing again to incur 
the charge of using abusive epithets, | shall con- 
tent myself, after declaring again most deliberately 
my opinion that Justice McLean, for the reasons 
made apparent in this debate, is wholly unfit to hoid 
and exercise the high office once occupied by men 
whose fame is as enduring as the eternal moun 

tains, and the light of whose minds will irradiate 
the pathway of justice so long as civilization and 
law shall dwell among the children of men. What 
I mean by unfitness, | beg leave to signify by read 

ing the following short sentence from the pages of 
one who, as an orator and writer, statesman and 
philosopher, had no equal in Rome or Greece. I 
cite from the second book of Cicero de Oratore, 
page 953: 

“Quem enim nos ‘ineptum’? vocanns, is mihi videtur ab 
hoe nomen habere ductum, quod ‘non? sit * aptus 5? dye an 
sermons nostrt consuetudine periate patet. Nam qut aut, 
tempus quid postulet, non videt, aut plura loquitur, ant se 
ostentat, aut eoruin, quibusctm est, vel dignitati-, vel com 


modi rationem non habet, aut denique in aliquo genere aut 
inconcinnus, aut multus est, is imeplus ciciur.”? 


Mr. KING. I hope my friend from Mississippt 
will postpone his remarks, as there is public busi 
ness which needs attention, and I do not perceive 
that the debate now procee ding is in order. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope my friend from Alabama 
will not be impatient, as | am about bringing my 
remarks toaclose. I am sure that he would not 
thus have interrupted me at all, had he heard my 
opening remarks and known the facts which have 
imposed upon me the necessity of addressing the 
Senate at the present time. Mr. President, | was 
about to conclude, when interrupted, with a short 
extract from the Counsels, civil and moral, ef Sv 
Francis Bacon, which I beg leave to commend to 
the special respect of his honor, Justice McLean, 


| who will find in what I am about to read several 


valuable hints from which he will be able to profit 
materially, [ hope, in that part of his public career 
which he is yet to run: 

* Judges ought to remember that their office is jus divere, 
and not jus dure ; to interpret law, and not to make baw, oF 
give law. Else will it be like the authority claimed by the 
Chureh of Rome, which, under pretext of exposition of 
Scripture, doth not stick to add and alter, and to pronounce 
that which they do not find; and, by show of antiquity, to 
introduce novelty. 

« Judges ought to be more learned than witty, more rev 
erend than plausible, and more advised than confident. 
Above all things, integrity is their portion and proper virtue. 
Cursed (saith the law) is he that removeth the liwwl-murk. 
The mislayer of a mere stone is to blame ; butitis tie unjust 
judge that is the capital remover of land marks, when he 
defineth amiss of lands and property. One foul sentence 
doth more hurt than many foul examples; for these do tut 
corrupt the stream, the other corrupteth the fountain, So 
saith Solomon. Fons turbatus, ef vena corrupta, est Justus 
cadens in causa sua coram adversario.”’ 


Mr. CORWIN. I do not rise, Mr. President, 
to further interrupt the ordinary course of business 
by the prolongation of this interlude, at all, but 
only to acquit myself from a sort of imputation 
which the Senator from Mississippi has pleased 
to cast upon me. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) Notatall,sir. I 
did not intend to cast any imputation upon the 
gentleman. 
~ Mr. CORWIN. Mr. President, I dare say, 
from the apparent personal address which the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi made to me, as one who did 
not choose to rise here in defence of Judge Me- 
Lean upon the accusation presented by that gen- 
tleman the other day, that he would have it in- 
ferred—at least others might infer—that I, by my 
silence, was yielding my acquiescence or agree- 
ment to the views taken by him of those two 
fugitive letters, out of which this grave charge has 
been manufactured. 

I did not think it worth while, the other day, 
when the Senator from Mississippi, on a motion 
to amend a post office bill, took this view of the 
conduct of my friend, Judge McLean, to say one 
word in his defence; for, with the utmost defer 
ence in the world to the opinions then and now 
expressed by the Senator from Mississippi, | di: 
not perceive that, with the facts before the public, 
it was possible for his remarks to cast im any 
mind, other than one very much like his own on 
particular subjects, the slightest imputation what- 
ever on the purity of character or the judicial 
rectitude of Judge McLean. All that | could per- 


' ceive in the matter brought forth by the Senator 


from Mississippi, was the expression of an opin- 
ion upon two subjects aboat which everybody 
knows there has been a very great contrariety of 
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opinion in this country. Judge McLean, in a 
letter to some friend, who had evidently writ en to 
him on the subject, wishing to know his opinions 
the origin and 


on that great political quesuon— 
conduct of the Mexiean war—had expressed his 
views in relation to the matter upon which he was 
interrogated, It may be possible he may be mis- 
taken. In the that class 
who agree with the Senator trom Mississippi upon 
that subject, Judge McLean muy have been con- 
sidered in error in regard to the origin of the Mexi- 


minds ol of poliicians 


can war, and the means which in his judgment 
should be applied to bring it to a speedy and hon- 
ovable termination, But is it possible that the 
Senate of the United States is to be a court of error 
upon the preferment of a charge by any one, either 
in a newspaper or here, to correct the political 

P | 


opinions of a Judge of the Supreme Court, who, 


on being interrogated by one of his fellow-citizens 


jn a letter, ventures to express his views upon one 
of these much-agit ited topics ¢ | could not con- 
ceive that the Senate of the United States, or the 
people of the United States, could expect that a 
man, because he happens to hold the highly re- 
epectable and responsible station of a judge of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, can have no 
opinion in common with his fellow-men upon a 
subject that has called forth the expression of feel- 
ing and opinions from almost every ciuzen of the 
Republic. 1 did not conceive that, because the 
ermine, io which the Senator has so ¢ mphatic ally 
alluded, is upon his shoulder, his tongue is there- 
fore ever to be silent. He 1s entitled to a vote, in 
common with every man in the Republic, for a 
President, fora member of Congress, and of course 
he must exercise his own judgment upon such 
subjects with other men; and | had supposed that 
such exercise of his judgment, and expression of 
it too, would be tolerated by his fellow-cilizens, 

Mr. President, Judge McLean said ina 
letter to somebody (and really Ido not know to 
whom that letter was addressed, nor did | appre- 
hend exactiv its purport when alluded to the other 
day by the Senator from Mississipp:) that he sup- 
posesslavery was notconsidert das having anexist- 
ence in any country unul its existence was estab- 
lished byalaw. Forthat, 1 understand the Senator 
from Mississippi thinks that Judee McLean is in 
some degree culpable. Well, now, it seems that 
the Supreme Court of the United States have, in 
effect, so decided, and Judge McLean has referred 
to the decision of the Supreme Court, which in his 
judgment establishes this question of law. He 
las commented upon the of the court 
which has thus adjudicated the question; and | 
ask if itcan be possibly manufactured into judicial 
impropriety for a judge of the Supreme Court to 
repeat what are the acknowledged decisions of that 
court?) | ask if itis likely that the people of this 
country, Who have very long and very properly 
reposed great confidence in Judge McLean im va- 
rious positions, political as well as judicial, can be 
brought to believe him guilty of moral turpitude 
for such an act? 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will allow me to 
interpose a suggestion here, | beg leave to say, 
that the main question upon which Judge McLean 
has expressed his opinion in the letter complained 
of, is yet an open question, and undecided, in the 
aspect of late given to it, by any court in this 
country. I challenge the learned gentleman from 
Ohio, or any other legal gentieman in the Republic, 
to cite a single adjudication by the Supreme Court 
of this Union upon this serious question, ‘The 
accomplished jurists here who coOperated in the 
provision of the compromise bill of the last session, 
all gravely and perseveringly insisted, in the de- 
bate which, when that bill was before us, occurred 
in this Chamber, that this question had never 
been adjudicated, and might, therefore, be properly 
and wisely submitted to the Supreme Court for 
decision. So urged the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Berwen] and others. So most triumphantly ar- 
gued, in our hearing, the distinguished Senator 
from Georgia, who, in my judgment, successfully 
urged that the treaty of peace with Mexico, pro- 
posed before, had so operated as to extend to all 
territories acquired by that treaty the Constitution 
United States, with all its fundamental 
guarantees, in such manner as to enable the ciu- 
zens of the South to migrate to that region, Ccarry- 
ing with them their slave property, and being 
entitled to its recognition as property, independ- 
*ent of all legislation on the part of Congress, whose 


has 


decision 


of the 
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authority to levislate at all on the subject was most 
jormally and solemnly denied. The learned Sen- 


ator from Vermout (Mr. Puecrs] made an argu- 


ment of great power and learning to the contrary; | 


but I have no recollection that the latter gentleman 
ever contended that the question discussed by him 
at such Jength had already been finally adjudicated 
by the Supreme Court of the Union, It was upon 
this question, thus mooted here and elsewhere, that 
Judge MeLean thought proper to pronounce ‘his 
opinion, and in the face of the fact that it was more 
than likely to come belore him for examination 
and adjudication, Let the Senator from Ohio deny 
this, or vindicate it,if he can. 

Mr. CORWIN. 1 thought that question was 
settled before the date at which this letter was 
written. 

Mr. FOOTE. I stated the other day that the 
bill, although defeated at the last session, would 
probably be revived during this session and passed. 

Mr. CORWIN. I do not 1emember whether 
that bill, to which the gentleman from Mississippi 
has alluded, called the compromise bill, had gone 
to its grave before this lever was written by Judge 
MeLean or not, nor do IT think it material. 

Judge McLean has only ventured to express, in 
relation to the subject of slaver vy, hat is the pre- 
vaning professional opinion in that circuitin whicn 
he rea lam sure | am not mistaken in this; 
and I dare say the Senator from Mississippi knows 
italso. I do not intend, Mr. President, to enter 
into a controversy here in relation to the correct- 
ness of that opinion. { will only add to the high 
authority of Jadge McLean upon that subject, one 
other—that is my own. I dare say the Senator 
from Mississippi wild econsider that as settling the 

{Laughter,] That will Le respected, I 
hope. itis my opinion, and I have not been able 
to gather from Blackstone’s Commentaries any- 
thing to the contrary. | know that there are few, 
very few high authorities differing from Judge 
MeLean and myseif on that point. But if that be 
the fact, does it necessarily follow, Mr. President, 
when Judge McLean is merely so unfortunate as 
to diiler from the Senator from Mississippi, and 
other gentlemen of the highest professional re- 
spectability in the country, that he 1s therefore 
unfit to preside in the circuit northwest of the Ohio 


question. 


river, or sit upon the bench of the Supreme Court | 
J ask the Senator from Mus- | 


of the Untied States? 
sissippi, in all candor, if it would, under such cir- 
cumstances, be quite fair to arraign in some sort as 
criminal the conduct of a man for the mere expres- 


sion of his opinion upon a mooted question of law? | 
Why, sir, if this were to be the rule by which we | 
would try the judges of the Supreme Court, we | 


should have to expel two or three of them from the 
bench at every term. 
reports full of dissenting opinions. 

1 know the Senator from Mississippi feels much 
upon this subject. I dare say he is anxious to 
preserve the judicial purity of the bench. But 
while he is guarding us on this vilal pomt—and 
all must give high commendation to the motive 
which governs him in this—would it not be well 
for the grave Senators who sit bere and listen to 
these accusations, which can result in nothing but 
recrimination, to remember that we, too, under 
certain circumstances, should be enrobed in this 
sacred and inviolable purple, and that it would be 
well for us not to prejudge any question which 
may possibly come betore us. ir Judge McLean 
has done anything unworthy of his judicial char- 
acter, and worthy our notice at all, then I think he 
has done that Which ought to bring him before us 
onan impeachment. How, then, would the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, with his judicial gravity, 
backed by Bacon and Cicero, appear? ] am afraid 
that some here did not quite understand the gen- 
tleman’s Latin, and | beg the Senator to transtate 
it for the benefit of country gentlemen like myself. 
How should we look with the ermine on our 
shoulders, if Judge McLean were here on trial? 
We should doubtless strut through the scene with 
Senatorial dignity, having prejudged the cause at 
the instance of the Senator from Mississippi. I 
dare say the Senator from Mississippi would sit 
and adjudicate too upon this very question which 
he had himself already prejudged! Ido not men- 
tion this because I suppose it 1s possible for any 
one to conceive for a moment of the existence of 
an impeachment against this excellent gentleman, 
for anything contained in his letters declining to 


become a candidate for the Presidency, unless, in- || 


‘They have their books of 
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deed, you impeach a man for the rarest of 
ities, modesty. Ido not know but the ex 
or even possession of that quality may be by some 
gentlemen considered a crime, but Ido nor ti a 
there is anything in Bacon or Cicero that wo, i 
warrant us in taking off the head of the judye ra 
his exhibition of this amiable frailty. re 

I do not know, and I will not venture to state 
further than on the authority of Judee My ly 
himself—and I read his letter very hastily— 7 
the Supreme Court have decided this very ques so F 
but 1 think a fair interpretation of the judeme, 
of the Supreme Court in the case of Rhodes vl 
Slaughter, referred to by Judge Mx Lean, at id 
warrant him in saying that they had decided . 
proposition from which it is deducible that slayer: 
is a matter of municipal legislation, and could 
exist without it. But he is not infallible—he 


Li tml 
ali Qual. 


hibitio 


it 


may 


be mistaken. ‘[ wish he was infallible. ly 
: ° e coh 
others, Mre-President, that 1 will not name, Were 


so too. [Laughter.]} 
But I must say to the Senator from Mississip,; 
what I dare say he may have known or i 


heard 
hearg 





of, that if it is supposed that the productiog og 
these letters, or any possible inference that cay yp 
drawn from them, will shake the confidence o? 
those who have known Judge McLean persona 
during his whole political and judicial life, that, 

who indulge in this belief will find themselves (as 


mortal men often are) sadly mistaken. ft will nog 
be believed that a man who has passed through the 
stations which he has filled, with so little excep. 
tion ever taken to his public conduct, has, at this 
period of his life, gone so far astray as to forfeit 
the good opinion of his fellow-citizens in that place 
which he has occupied with so much honor to him- 
self, and, I will venture to say, with so much use- 
fulness to the country, which he has so faithfully 
served for twenty years. F 

Mr. President, let me again state that I do not 
rise to present the slightest objection to the ex- 
pression of the views the Senator from Mississippi 
lakes, knowing that they are honestly his own 
peculiar views. Nor do | object in the slightest 
degree to his promulgating his opinions of Judge 
McLean or any other judge, at all times, and on 
all occasions, anywhere and everywhere; but I felt 
myself compelled, representing, as I do in part, the 
State in which Judge McLean has resided during 
the whole of his mature life, to say this much, lest 
my friends might suppose (aa the Senator from 
Mississippi, | suppose, did) that I had silently ac- 
quiesced in the justness of his remarks on this and 
a former occasion. 

Mr. KING. I was not present when this dis- 
cussion first arose, and afier coming to my seat 
I inquired whether any charge had been made 
against the Senator from Mississippi, from which 
he thought it necessary to vindicate himself, which 
had given occasion for the remarks which he was 
addressing to the Senate; and being informed that 
there was no such charge, I considered that the 


‘ practice of the Senate, which has been, heretofore 


uniformly observed, rendered it proper that [ should 
interpose an objection to the further progreM of a 
discussion which had no practical bearing upon 
the business before the Senate. I understand 
now, however, that the Senator from Mississippi 
has been arraigned in the official paper, in conse- 
quence of some remarks that he made on a pre- 
vious day. In such case I conceive it is proper 
for the Senator to enter into such exposition as he 
may conceive necessary for the purpose of setting 
himself right in regard to the matter. ‘There have 
been many instances in which Senators have exe!- 
cised the right of justifying themselves upon the 
floor of the Senate, when they have been assailed 
in the public newspapers. I shall say nothing in 
regard to the charge or the imputaypn that is spo- 
ken of; that is a matter for the country to decide 
upon; I only rose to say that whend interposed, 
it was with no intention of depriving the Senator 
from Mississippi of the opportunity of making 
any necessary explanation, but it was only 10 
guard the Senate against what I at the moment 
apprehended to be a violation of the usages of the 
body. ea 
Mr. FOOTE. Iam highly gratified at receiving 
the kind explanation of my friend from Alabama; 
it does not surprise me though; he has only ex- 
hibited his characteristic courtesy and liberality. 
I was sure that he would not have presented any 
objection to my being allowed to vindicate mysel 
had he known of the necessity which demanded it- 
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Mr. President, I have but a short reply to make 
to the honorable Senator from Ohio, who, after 
several days, as I should conjecture, of anxious 
nreparalion, and of consultation too, has at last 
“een able to make himself ready for the meditated 
‘neuter of arms, and who has but just now, in 
our sigat and in our hearing, most strikingly sig- 
nalized both his valor and his wit by charging, 
with all the boldness of a true cavalic r, and with 
ai] the weapons of an exhaustiless facetiousness, 
vnon the individual who has dared to accuse his 
Hiustrious judicial friend and Magnus .dpolio of 
rave official delinquencies as a high public fune- 


enc 


qonary. 

7 The Senator from Ohio will permit me to say 
that had our brave troops in Mexico been always 
as tardy in preparing to meet the enemies of the 
country a8 the honorable Senator from Ohio has 
exbibited himself on this oceasion, it may at least 
he seriously doubted whether they would have 
been able to acquire a tithe of the glory which 
envelops them, and has claimed for them the 
erernal respect and gratitude of the nation. If 
there was anything in the character of my remarks 
the other day, upon the conduct of that official 
personage for whose defence the Senator from Ohio 
has thought proper at last to buckle on his armor, 
at all demanding a regular reply, it is most won- 
derfal that a gentleman so fertile in resources as 
the Senator from Ohio is known to be, and so po- 
tent withal as the advocate and defender of perse- 
cuted innocence, did not at once, without a mo- 


become the defender of that personage whom he 
now seems to hold in such high veneration, and 
whose fame he professes to regard as absolutely 
beyond the reach of injury from any assaults 


which the envious and the malignant of this world | 


may presume to make upon it. 

After all this tremendous clashing of arms and 
thundering of artillery, what has the honorable 
Senator from Ohio accomplished? He has suc- 
ceeded in arraigning me; but has he accomplished 
the vindication of his friend? Why, sir, the 
Senator has not even approached the merits of the 
controversy between the learned Judge of the Su- 
preme Court of the Union, whose defence he has 
undertaken, and myself. He has not even alluded 
to the material point in question, which is, Did he 
(Judge McLean) or did he not express an opinion 
in the newspapers upon a question which he had 
reason to believe he would shortly be called upon 
to aid in settling juditially? The honorable Sena- 
tor accuses me of becoming dissatisfied with Jus- 
tive McLean, and with denouncing him, simply 
because he does not concur with myself and others 
in opinion upon a certain legal question. I should 
feel myself disgraced, could [ not at once and pos- 
iuvely deny this strange allegation. 

Why, sir, I have not objected to Judge McLean’s 
having formed the opinion which he has considered 
it decent to avow; I have sé@arcely attacked the 
soundness of that opinion, as erroneous as I hold 
it to*be; I have always been willing to recognize 
the possibility of such an opinion being adopted 
by a thoroughly conscientious and patriotic man; 

and I have thought I knew some members of this 
Senate, in all respects entitled to regard and confi- 
dence, who have notwithstanding arrived at con- 
clusions similar to those announced by Judge 
McLean. But, I repeat, it is the public expression 
of an opinion by Judge McLean upon a question 
likely to be referred to the Supreme Court of this 
Union, in advance of its regular presentation be- 
fore that tribunal, of which I have complained, 
and of which I have insisted the country had a 
right to complain. Has this view of the subject 
been met b Senator from Ohio? Does he feel 
authorized to deny any of the facts stated by me, 
and now estublished by irrefutabie testimony ? Does 
he undertake to justify such acts as Judge Mc- 
Lean has thus been proved to have perpetrated? 
No, sir, no; nothing of all this has been done; 
nor will the Senator from Ohio risk himself before 
the country by attempting any of these things. 
And yet the Senator seems really to suppose that 
he has so defended his friend of the Supreme Bench 
that no one will be able hereafter in the least de- 
gree to call him in question. 

Why, really, if the Senator from Ohio could not 
reconcile it to his conscience to take higher and 
bolder ground _in vindication of the personage com- 


plained of, than that which he has assumed in his || 


behalf, | must regard it as unfortunate for Judge 
McLean that he has uttered a singe word in his 
defence. Atany rate, | cannot perceive that the 
Judge occupies a position at all More dtlabie to 
his character as a public functionary than that 
which he occupied befare the Senator from Ohio 
so generously rushed to the rescue. If jests were 
arguments, and histrionic action could supply the 
want of justificatory evidence, the Se nator from 
Ohio might possibly be able to felicitate himself 
upon having established the most lasting claims to 
the gratitude of Judge MeLean and his friend 
but, as the case actually stands, 1 am decidedly 
inclined to think the honorable Senator irom OO) 10 
would have best consulted discretion by Jetting his 
friend, the Judge, go wholly without eulogy or 
deience. : : 

But the Senator fron: Chio seems to feel a little 
apprehensive that I may niyself run into the error 
that his friend the Judge has committed, by ex- 
pressing my opinion of his acts in such language 
as would commit me upon a question of lmnpeach- 
ment, should such a proceeding be resorted to. 
The Senator may relieve his mind of all solicitude 
on this point, inasmuch as | have pyself never 
hinted at impeachment, or at all Bate how | 
should act were such a proceeding to be instituted. 
Judge McLean may be guilty of all that | have 
charged, and yet not be impeachable before this 
body. Did I choose to do so, | could easily name 
a Senator who is in close political alliance with 


_ the Senator from Ohio, to whom his admonition 
ment’s delay, when champions too were loudly , 
challenged to appear, announce his willingness to | 


on this head would be applicable, and upon wnom 
it might by possibility prove more or less profit- 
able. lallude to a Senator who, not many montis 
avo, declared that, in his judgment, the President 
of the United States had been guilty of an impeach- 
able offence. If the Senator from Ohio shall be 
able to conjecture to whom I allude, he will be also 
able to turn his powers as a lecturer on senatorial 
decency to a good account. 

To conclude, Mr. President, I am not at all dis- 


| posed to complain that the honorable Senator frorm 


Ohio has come forward as the defender of Justice 
McLean; nor am I at all surprised at his having 
done so. Independent of local neighborship there 
are certain grounds of sympathy between Jadge 
McLean and his advocate here, the weil-known 
existence of which might well beget surprise that 


| the distinguished Senator from Ohio did not ear- 


lier take upon himself the charge of vindication 
under the weight of which he is now visibly stag- 
gering; or that, having undertaken the defence of 
so illustrious a culprit at all, he has not been able 
to do more in his behalf than to ewact the part of a 
mere lukewarm champion or mirth-moving breaker 
of pleasant jests. 

Mr. President, I cannot take leave of this sub- 
ject without solemnly admonishing the Senator 
from Ohio that, highly as he may admire the char- 
acter and public course of the personage upon 
whom he has lavished such extravagant commend- 
ations in our hearing to-day, the period is not far 
distant when the fact of his taking part with a for- 
eign foe, and against his: own country, when war 
was raging between them; the fact that he did all 
he could to obstruct supplies to our army in Mex- 
ico, when supplies were Known to be imperiously 
needed; the fact that hisinfluence, such as itis, was 
employed throughout that war in a mode calculated 
to bring dishot.or upon our army, and disappoint 
the patriotic hopes of the nation; these facts, as sure 
as a Divine Providence reigneth in Heaven, and 
Justice hath her habitation upon earth, will sooner 
or later consign him and his allies to profound in- 
famy, and overwhelm his eulogists with contempt. 
Let such men as feel my present words to be at all 
‘applicable to them and to their acts, content them- 
selves with the reception of congenial honors such 
as rumor declares to have been a few months since 
bestowed on certain prominent civic chieftains in 
this country by a Mexican Congress, as the meet 
reward of domestic perfidy; but let not such as 
these expect to receive veneration or respect from 
twenty millions of enlightened freemen, who well 
know how, in an appropriate and imposing man- 
ner, to recompense high public virtue, according to 
its deserts, and to punish and degrade those who 
are found to act unworthily in high place. 

The conversation here dropped. 


RECIPROCITY DUTIES. 





The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to admit certain articles of the growth or 
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production of Canada into the United States free 
of duty, upon the condition that the lke articles 
of the growth or production of the United States 
are admitted into Canada free of duty; the ques- 
tion pending being upon an amendment heretofore 
submitted by Mr. Puenes. 

Mr. DIX. Mr Preside ft, Since this bill was 
taken up for discussion, I have been unable, frem 
disposition and other causes, to bestow upon it 
he attention which is due to the importance of the 
subject. But I will proceed, nevertheless, with 
such preparation as | have been able to make, to 
explain the objects of the measure and iis probable 
eects; and | will endeavor, at the same time, to 
answer some of the leading objections which have 
been made t 


i 
t 
{ 


If L entertained the belief that the operation of the 
bill would be prejudici: L to the interest of any pot- 
tion of the Umon, | should net be its advocate. 
The first object of al! public legislation is to ad- 
vance the general weliare of the country; but this 
object ought certainly not to be sought for at the 
expense of any particular section, or indeed of any 
Single interest. 1 believe this biil is entirely free 
from objection in this respect; that it will be emi- 
nenuly advantageous both to the United States and 
Canada, and do no wrong or mjar y lbany quarter. 

Before | proceed to examine the practical opera- 
tion of the measure upon the commercial interests 
of the two countries, | wish to notice a prelimi- 
nary objection which has been raised, 

It is supposed that the privileges conferred by 
this bill upon Canada will be extended, by virtue 
of certain reciprocity treaties into which we have 
entered, to the foreign States with which those 
engagements have been contracted. [take a totally 
diilerent view of the subject. I believe Senators 
have put an erroneous construction upon the obli- 
gations of the compacts to which they refer. 

We have reciprocity treaties with Russia, Den- 
mark, Llanover, Prussia, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
the Hanse-Towns, and several other foreign coun- 
tries. ‘They afe treaties with sovereign States, 
and, by every fair rule of construction, their stipu- 
lations, so far as they guaranty reciprocity, must be 
deemed to relate to engagements with other Powers 
equally independent. ‘The commercial arrangement 
proposed by this bill is with a European colony 
adjoining us—one of those dependencies which the 
States of the Eastern hemisphere are accustomed to 
except in their compacts with us for reciprocity of 
commerce and navigation. Ifany of the States with 
which we have treaties stipulating for the same priv- 
ileges which we confer on others, had dependen- 
cies situated like Canada in respect to us, those 
States might perhaps acquire in respect to such de- 
pendencies the same privileges we shall confer on 
Canada if the bill passes; but Ido not admit that 
they would acquire those privileges for their me- 
tropolitan possessions, and for the reason that col- 
onies have always been made practical exceptions 
to the general rule of international intercourse. 
Possibly a special reservation may be necessary in 
every compact, from the provisions of which it is 
designed to exclude them; but | do not, as I shall 
show, consider it a matter of any consequence in 
this case. ‘This we know in respect to Canadaye 
that it is not only expressly excluded from the 
terms of our commercial intercourse with Great 
Britain, but it is the subject of distinct stipula- 
tions; and yet the British Legation, in peapalaans 
with the wishes of the Canadians, has urged this 
measure upon us, under instructions from home, 
without the least idea that they would gain for 
Great Britain under our reciprocity treaty the 
privileges they desire us to conter on Canada. 

The honorable Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Pearce] said that we had * given a construction to 
these reciprocal provisions worthy of notice,” and 

he alluded to our treaty with Portugal in 1840, by 
which it was expressly agreed that the stipulation 
in our treaty with France in 1831, in regard to 
French wines, should not be interfered with, This 
construction is perfeetly consistent with the view 
of the subject | take. These two treaties were 
with independent Powers; they were with conti- 
nental Powers iu Europe almost bordering on each 
other; and a general stipulation. m respect to 
equality of duties necessarily required an express 
reservat.on to authorize us to make the duties on 
any of their products unequal. This, however, 
is a totally different thing from a commercial ar- 
rangement between us and a European colony 
» adjoining us. 
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But in coming to the conclusion that our com- 
mercial relations with Russia, Prussia, and other 
Powers, under the reciprocity treaties we have 
formed with them, will not be affected by this bill, 
I put it on other grounds. 

These treatics relate to commerce and naviga- 
tion, and are intended to regulate the comme reial 
intercourse carried on by those countries with the 
United States on the ocean. ‘They have certainly 
not been understood as referring to inland trade 
and exchange between countries vordering on each 
other. ‘I'he right to regulate their interior inter- 
course with adjoining States has not been suppost d 
to be at all impaired by these commercial engage- 
ments. If it were otherwise, if these treaties re- 
strained the States which are parties to them from 
admitting articles free of duty from a neighboring 
country, except upon condition of extending the 
same privilege to the other centracting parties, we 
should at this very moment be enutled, in our In- 
tercourse with Prussia, to all the benefits of the 


custom-house exemptions of the Zoll-Verein, of 


which that kingdom is a leading member. Prussia 
borders on a number of the Zoll-Verein States. 
‘These States interchange with her their common 
products free of duty under the Zoll- Verein com- 
pact, or Customs Union. ‘They have stood to 
each other in the same relation in which we stand 
to Canada. They had duties on their respecuve 
products as we have. ‘They have abolished them, 
as we propose to do in re spect to Cunada ona part 
of ours, 

Now, will it be contended that we are entitled 
to the same freedom of intercourse with Prussia 
which she shares with those States, 
has stipulated to impose no higher duties on our 
products than on those of other countries ¢ Surely 
not; and for the very reason that the stipulations 
of our treaty with her are intended to apply to ex- 
ternal intercourse by sea, and not to inland ar- 
rangements between bordering States. ‘The imten- 
tion of our treaties of reciprocity 1s stamped upon 
them in characters not to be misunderstood. ‘Lhe 
first stipulation (for those of latter years are much 
of the same import) limits the reciprocal liberty of 
commerce and navigation Ww hich the treaties were 
formed to secure to ** the ports, places, waters, 
and rivers of the territories of each party, wherein 
foreign commerce ts permitted.”? The second stip- 
ulation regulates the duties to be imposed on the 
vessels of the contracting parties engaged in that 
commerce. The third regulates the duties to be 
paid on the importation or exportation of their 
respective products. 1 admit that, by the letter of 
these treaties, this bill might affect our commercial 
relations under them. But | insist that all com- 
pacts are to be construed according to their mani- 
fest intention, not by one stipulation alone, but by 
ail which relate to the same subject-matter; and ‘| 
might apply these observations with great force to 
my first position, and say that those treaties did 
not contemplate commercial relations with colo- 
nial dependencies like Canada. But the whole 
tenor of their stipulations shows them to have been 
designed to regulate commerce on the sea, and not 
the interior tratlic carried on by the inhabitants of 
tountries separated from each other by a mere sta- 
tistical boundary or an astronomical jine. ‘hey 
are treaties of commerce and navigation—not of 
one alone, but of both combined. 

When this measure was first proposed, I in- 
quired of the State and “Treasury Departmenis 
whether t would atfect our commercial relations 
with foreign States under reciprocity treaties, and 
a decided answer was given by both in the nega- 
tive. My own examination of the subject has 
brought me to the same conclusion, whether upon 
the same grounds | do not know. 

If this construcuon be erroneous, if the privi- 
leges proposed to be conferred on Canada will be 
extended to the foreign States referred to, then, | 
repeat, we shall, ou the same principle, become 
entiied to the privileges of the Zoll-Verein, in 
Prussia, and perhaps gain access for our products, 
through her, to all the other States of that political 
association, comprehending, I believe, twenty-eight 
outof the thirty-seven States of the Germanic Con- 
federation. This would, prima facie, be an immense 
advaitage, though it 1s not clear that it would be 
of any practical benefit. But no one dreamt, when 
our reciprocity treatres were formed, that they 
conferred any such privileges on us; and I venture 
to suy it will never occur to any of the States which 
are partes to those treaties, that the proposed ar- 


because she 
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rangement with Canada will confer any new priv- 
ileges on then. 

But if it were otherwise, the privileges the bill 
conters are reciprocal. We concede nothing which 
we donot gain in return. If Hanover, Prussia, 
and Mecklenburg-Schwerin should acquire the 
privileges conferred on Canada by this bill, we | 


should acquire in respect to them the prifileges | 


the bill confers on us. There would be entire reci- 
procity. Our chances of profiting by the arrange- 
ment would be as good as theirs. ‘The Hanse- 
‘owns might send us a few more hams; but there 
is scarcely an article enumerated in the bill which 
can be brought to us with advantage from the 
States on the German Ocean and the Baltic. We 
are too distant for agricultural exchanges. Besides, 
we are essentially as agricultural as they. Wheat 
is the only arucle likely, under any circumstances, 
to come here, except in the most inconsiderable 
quantities, In 1537, when flour was ten, eleven, 
and twelve dollars a barrel, we received over a 
million of bushels of wheat from Germany, not 
half the quantity we sent in 1847 into Canada, | 
Nova Scoua, and New Brunswick; but in the for- 
mer year, er the influence of these enormous 
prices, Engwend herself sent us over seven hundred 
thousand bushels—nearly as much as Germany; 
and yet she imported in 1847 over eighty-six mil- 
lions of bushels of grain. But such occasions very 
rarely occur; and when they do occur, the tend- 
ency of importation is decidedly beneficial. Its 
influence 1s to check prices when they reach the 
high point of extravagance. 

Senators have expressed the apprehension that, 
if this bill passes, we shall, under the construction 
they give to it, be deluged with wheat from the 
Baltic. Let us see how much ground there is for 
this apprehension. On the Ist of February wheat 


will pay but one shilling sterling a quarter in Great || 


Gritain—about three cents abushel. She imports 
from us: we export to her. ‘he price of wheat 
there must, therefore, always be as much higher | 
than the price here, when she has a deficiency and 
we a surplus, as the cost of carrying wheat to her 
from the United States, and this cost, 1 am told, is 
about twenty cents the bushel. When it is a dol- 
lar here, it must be $] 20 there. Now, let us see 
what a vessel laden with wheat from the Baltic 
would be likely to do in such acase. She must, 


Britain, where she can get a dollar and twenty 
cents a bushel, deducting the three cents duty | 
which she must pay. She gets, then, a dollar and 
seventeen cents. Suppose she continues her voy- 
age to the United States, how will the account | 
stand? Admitting, for the sake of the argument, 
that the wheat she brings will come in free of duty 
under Our reciprocity treaties, she will get one dol- 
lar a bushel; but from this amount she must deduct 
twenty cents for cost of transportation from Great 
Britain here. She will get eighty cents here in- 
stead of one dollar and seventeen cents in Eng- 
land—thirty-seven cents a bushel less; and this, 
onacargo of several thousand bushels, willamount | 
to no inconsiderable sum. ‘The Northern Germans 
have the reputation of being rather heavy, but they 
ave, so far &s 1 have had the opportunity of ob- 
serving them, the Yankees of the Continent in 
bargaining; and | think they will be found alto- 
wether too astute to engage in any such enterprises 
us honorable Senators apprehend. ‘They will carry 
on a severe competion with us in supplying Eng- 
land with wheat; but they are just as unlikely to 
compete with us in our markets as we are to com- 
pete with Newcastle in supplying London with | 
coal. 

Under the construction, therefore, which Sena- 
tors give to the bill, 1 am satisfied its operation 
would be as beneficial to us as to the States with | 
which we have reciprocity treaties. But I contend | 
that these treaties will not be affected by this ar- 
rangement. If I am not mistaken, the privileges | 
we confer will also be acquired by us, and we can- 
not, in any event, be losers. 

Let me now turn to considerations which directly 
concern the commercial intercourse of Canada and 
the United States. 

In order to understand the subject in all its bear- | 


ings, it will be necessary to see what Canada is, || 


and what she has done for us in the removal of | 
restricuions upon our commesce with her. 

‘The population of Canada (I use a general term, | 
as the two provinces are now united) is 1,527,757 | 
souls, or, in round numbers, a million and a half. 
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| With less variety and fertility of soil th 
United States, a more rigérous climate, and y 
colonial restrictions calculated, under the , a 
favorable view of the subject, to impede the ean 
opment of her res6urces, to shackle the operation: 
of industry, and to abridge the freedom of indi 
vidual enterprise, which is always the most he rc 
erful stimulous to exertion, it is not to be expected 
that her progress will keep pace with our own i 
population or in social and physical improvement, 
The policy of Great Britain has, within a few 
years, undergone some important changes, fayo,. 
able to her in a commercial and political view 
Canada, it is true, has lost some exclusive privi. 
leges by a relaxation of the colonial system cf the 
mother country, but the latter has extended to her 
some new facilities, by surrendering the contro} o¢ 
the custom-house, so far as respects the imposition 
| of duties; and she has also conceded the Principle 
of the responsibility of ministers which exists at 
| home, so that when the Governor is not sustained 
in his policy by the Provincial Parliament, he is 
bound to change his advisers, or, in other words 
his Executive Council, which may be considered 
as the ministry of the colony. The Canadian 
Government is thus assimilated to that of Greg, 
Britain in the essential feature of its responsibility 
| to the popular voice—a concession which has been 
| gained after a long and patient struggle on the part 
of a few able and patriotic men in Canada. 
Almost cotemporaneous with this fundamental 
change in the political administration of the affairs 
of Canada was another of equal importance in re- 
spect to her commercial independence. In 1846, 
an act of Parliament was passed giving the legis. 
lative authority of the British colonies the right to 
regulate their own duties of customs, in respect to 
British as well as foreign products. At that time 
there were no duties imposed by British acts on 
British goods imported into Canada, although 
| there were duties imposed by such acts on for- 
eign goods; but there were acts of the Canadian 
Legislature, made for revenue, imposing additional 
or cumulative duties on foreign goods, and a duty 
of five per cent. on British goods. There was 
also an act of Parliament declaring that no goods 
should, ** upon importation into any of the British 
possessions in America, be deemed to be of the 


&n the 


tod : | growth, production, or manufacture of the United 
to come here, sail directly by the ports of Great || 


Kingdom, unless imported from the United King- 
| dom.” 

The effect of this condition of the law was to 
| prevent the importation of British goods into Can- 
'ada through the United States, and to impose on 

the productions ofthe United States and other 
countries duties which were protective as to those 
of Great Britain and Canada. 

As early as 1843 the duty on the importation of 
wheatand flour, of the growth of the United States, 
going through Canada to the United Kingdom, 
was reduced to three shillings provincial duty, the 
quarter of eight bushels, and one shilling British 
duty, without reference to the sliding-scale, by 
which the importation of breadstuffs from gher 
countries was regulated. The consequence was, 
a large importation of wheat and flour from the 
United States into England through Canada. 

The corn laws being repealed, Canada loses this 
-advantage—the advantege of being a carrier for 
| us—and it is now as beneficial to export Canadian 

wheat to England through the United States (the 
expense being equal) as direct from Canada. In 
other words, the wheat of Canada and the United 
States has equal advantages in the British market. 

In 1847, the Parliament of Canada, acting under 
the authority granted by the Imperial Government, 
repealed the differential duties, and the new table 
or tariff of duties then enacted applies ey to 
goods of all kinds, whether coming fam England 
or the United States. We are, in this respect, 

_ placed on the footing of the mother coufttry. 
This equality was effected by a double operation 
of law: first, by reducing the rate of duty on goods 
of the United States; and secondly, by increasing 
the rate on British goods, thus bringing both to 
the same standard or scale. There can be no 
better evidence of the liberality of the Canadians, 
and of their earnest desire to put their commercial 
intercourse with us on the most friendly footing. 
The consequence of this change of the law has 
been tocreate a considerable importation of British 
_and foreign goods into Canada through the United 
| States, and also to cause a large importation of the 
| productions of the United States into Canada for 
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omption. The cotton fabrics of Lowell are 
consumy | 
received on the same terms as those of Manches- | 
ter. The same remark is true of many other | 
neoducts of our industry, of which we carry large 
ayantities into Canada for consumption. T he 
value of our productions annually introduced into 
Canada, under these new provisions of law, is 
stated, On high authority, to amount to more than 
two millions of dollars. It is natural that the 
Canadians should desire to send their produce to 
New York and Boston, to meet the trade which 
has thus been opened to us—that they, having put 
this wade upon the most liberal footing in respect 
« us, should wish to export, on equal terms, such 
means of payment as they possess in the products 
of their own labor. 

Will the terms of exchange—perfect equality— 
proposed by the bill be disadvantageous to us’ I 
propose to consider this question somewhat in de- | 
tail, although it would seem but fair that the liber- 
ality which has been manifested by Canada towards 
ys—a liberality by which we have greatly profited 
_a liberality voluntarily extended to us, without | 
equivalent—should be reciprocated, without stop- 
ning to weigh, with over-serupulous exactness, 
the precise balance of advantages and benefits. 

in the first place, I believe it will be apparent, 
hy looking at the list of enumerated articles which 
are proposed to be mutually received free of duty, 
that ashes, flour, and lumber are the only ones 
ever likely to be brought into the markets of the 
United States in considerable quantities. Ashes 
we want, and at the cheapest price. In respect to 
lumber, there is nothing to be apprehended. We 
shall unquestionably receive some lumber in New 

York, but | believe our timber districts do not fear 
thecompetition. Besides, it will come to us chiefly 
in the form of saw-logs for manufacture. New 
York is almost the only State this competition 
can affect; and if there is any risk, we are will- 
ing to take it, in consideration of the general 
advantage and convenience the measure prom- 
ises to confer. It was apprehended by our friends 
in Maine, that their interests might be injuri- 
ously affected in this respect. But the bill is so 
shaped as to avoid all interference with them. 
It applies only to the direct trade with Canada. 
Articles coming through New Brunswick or the 
other British provinces will continue on the old 
footing. The lumber interest in Maine, there- 
fore, will not be touched by the bill; and in all 
other respects that State will in all probability 
be as much benefited by itas any other. When 
the railway between Portland and Montreal is 
completed, the free commerce secured by the bill 
must be of the greatest advantage. 

Flour, in fact, is the only Canadian product 
likely to come into competition with our own. Of 
all the others—animals, hides, cheese, meats, &c.— 
we shall export more largely into Canada than she 
will export into the United States. The same re- 
mark is applicable to corn, and indeed to most if 
not all the breadstuffs, except wheat. 

It is possible that in certain years—years of 
scanty production in the United States, provided 
they are years of abundance in Canada—we may 
receive some wheat from her. But I do not believe 

that the amount will even in those years (which 
are very unlikely to occur) be sufficient to influ- 
ence prices in the United States in a perceptible 
degree. If the importation, however, shall in such 
extraordinary cases prevent the price of grain from 
becoming extravagantly high, it will be a public 
benefit, by relieviag the poor from the necessity 
of eating dear bread. In years of ordinary abun- 
dance | do not believe prices in the United States 
will be at all affected by the importation of wheat 
from Canada. The production of wheat in the 
United States gields a surplus. Whenever prices 
abroad are sufficient to sustain exportation, our 
wheat finds*its way to foreign markets; and in 
these cases it is the price in those markets which 
fixes the price at home. 1 believe it may be stated 
asa principle that the price of a product, which is 
exported in any considerable quantity, is regulated 
in the markets of the exportung country by the 
price in the markets of the country to which the 
export is made. Our own experience proves the 
truth of this proposition. In 1847, when we were 
exporting breadstuffs, the price of flour in New | 
York, the chief port of exportation, rose and fell | 
with the fluctuations of price in the British market 
with as much certainty as the mefcurial column in 
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‘and that, in the latter respect, this influence is as 


daily use. 


| duty at the frontier, and with a deduction of two 


of exportation. ‘lhe custom-house formalities seem 
| to have been a great obstacle to the use of our 


| the Canadians. From December 1, 1846, to July 1, | 
| 1847, we received from ail the British North Ameri- 
| can Provinces 929 bushels of grain of all kinds, and 


| lions of bushels of wheat during the year. 
| ring the previous five months we received from all 
| the rest of the world 309 bushels of wheat and 54 
| cwt. of flour—equal to 27 barrels. 

the Canadians have used our canals more exten- 
| sively. 


| the experiment will succeed remains to be seen. 


| official form in the annual report on commerce and 
| navigation received yesterday; but! have not been | 


| referred to, I learn that 50,000 barrels of flour were | 


| will become exporters on a small scale, under this 


| who, under the proposed arrangement, can carry 


| value of twelve or thirteen dollars—-a monstrous tax! | 
| —and he may 
| for a while, instead of living exclusively on the 





| we require for our own consumption. We can take 


_.more freely; and our increased consumption under 
| this bill must not only be extremely limited, but 


a amt | Canada in wheat-growing—by a resort to arith- 
the thermometer rises and falls with the variations | metical demonstrations. The population of Can- 
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ada is about half the population of New York. 
That part of the province which was once politically 
known as Upper Canada, and which, for distine- 
tion, I shall still call so, is the wheat-growing region, 
The Lower portion does not produce enough for 
its own consumption. It always draws largely 
upon the Upper. The least failure of the crops in 
the Lower would be sure to absorb the whole sur- 
plus of the Upper. If there were any just ground of 
apprehension in respect to our wheat-growing dis- 
tricts, looking to general considerations, it would 
be removed by the custom-house statistics of Can- 
ada for the year 1847—the great year of exportation 
for American breadstuffs by reason of the famine 
in Europe. 1 take for illustration the most unfa- 
vorable year for my purpose—the year in which, 
from unusual causes, the export of wheat by Can- 
ada was greatest. I do so that those from whom 
I differ may have every advantage they can ask in 
the argument. The quantity of flour imported in 
that year into Canada was about 84,000 barrels, 
and the quantity exported about 676,000: the 
quantity of wheat imported 562,000 bushe!s, and 
the quantity exported 668,000 bushels. The im- 
rorts, of course, were from the United States. 

‘he excess of exports over imports was 592,000 
barrels of flour, and 106,000 bushels of wheat. 
This entire export was probably to Great Britain, 
her American islands, and her Adantic provinces, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Notwithstand- 
ing this export of flour from Canada, New Bruns- 
wick received from us, in the same year, over 
100,000 barrels of flour, and Nova Scotia nearly as 
much more. 

The result of my inquiries is, that in ordinary 
years the upper portion of Canada produces a sur- 
plus of about 2,000,000 bushels of wheat, and that 
,| a considerable part of this surplus is consumed by 
no flour, while we sent them more than two mil- || the lower portion, including Quebec and Montreal, 
Du- | and the demands for their shipping. In 1847 Can- 
ada produced 4,560,967 bushels of wheat, and im- 
ported 982,468 bushels, (including flour, and estima- 
ting one barrel of flour to be equal to five bushels of 
wheat,) making an aggregate of 5,543,435 bushels 
produced and imported. In the same year she ex- 
ported 4,047,366 bushels, making a balance of 

1,496,069 bushels consumed at home. This is less 
than a bushel for each inhabitant—probably not 
more than half her consumption in clin years. 
But the price of wheat being extravagantly high, 

| the consumption must have been greatly dimin- 
ished, for the purpose of exportation, by resorting 
to the coarser grains for domestic use. Tire statis~ 
tical tables of earlier years prove the export'of 1847 
to have been extraordinarily large. From 1838 to 
1843 the annual export varied from 50,000 to 
350,000 barrels; butin this last amount was inclu- 
ded a large import from the United States. It is 
not probable that her export isessentially different 
when there are no unusual causes to stimulate ex- 
portations Taking one year with another, and 
| deducting from the entire export of wheat from 
Canada an amount equal to that which we send to 

| her, to Nova Scotia and to New Brunswick, and I 
|} doubt whether there will be much of a balance 
| left. In 1847, which was an extraordinary year, 
while Canada only exported 3,064,898 bushels of 
wheat over her imports, we carried into the British 
North American Provincesalone, in the same year, 
2,279,068 bushels. While Canada produces lesa 
| than three bushels of wheat for each inhabitant, we 
| produce more than five and a half bushels for each 
| inhabitant; while she consumed in 1847 less than 
one bushel of wheat for each inhabitant, we con- 

/ sumed nearly four bushels and a half for each 
inhabitant, notwithstanding the temptation of high 
prices to export and to consume cheaper bread- 
stuffs; while her entire product of wheat in 1847 
was four millions anda half of bushels, ours was 

| over one hundred and fourteen millions of bushels. 
Against an export of Jess than six hundred thou- 
sand barrels of flour from Canada in 1847, (her 
excess over imports,) we exported nearly four and 
a halfemillions of barrels; and against an export 
of one hundred thousand bushels 6f wheat from 
Canada, (excess over imports,) we exported nearly 
four millions four hundred thousand bushels. In 
the same year we exported twenty million bushels 
of Indian corn and meal, while she exported none. 

| The idea that a million and a half of people, about 
half the population of New York, with a soil far 
less favorable to the growth of wheat than our 
|, own, can successfully compete with us either in 


the foreign or the domestic market, and injuriously 
* 


of external temperature. This fact should relieve 
us from all apprehension as to the influence of this 
bill on competition with Canada in the production 
of wheat. She may send her flour to foreign 
markets now, either by the St. Lawrence, or 
through the United States in bond under the act of 
1846, allowing a drawback of duties in certain 
cases. It enters into competition with ‘ours in 
those markets now. - The bill gives no new facility 
or advantage in this respect, except to relieve her 
from custom-house formalities. 1 hold, then, that 
the wheat of Canada can only have an influence on 
the price in the United States in very extraordinary 
years not likely to occur and in years of exporta- 
tion, by competition with us in the foreign market, 


sensibly felt now as it would be under the pro- 
visions of this bill. These considerations become 
the more significant if it be true, as | suppose, that 
wheat is henceforth to be one of our regular 
exports. 

What, then, are the advantages to be expected 
from the proposed free interchange of products ? | 
The first is, to relieve the inhabitants of both 
countries, and specially those on the frontier, 
from the inconvenience of the custom-house in 
respect to necessaries of common production and 
The next is, to enable the Cana- 
dians to export their produce through the Uni- 
ted States to foreign markets without paying 


and a half per cent. on the drawback at the place | 





canals and internal channels of communication by 


The last year | 


‘The returns are not yet printed, but I 
understand that at least 70,000 barrels of flour have 
been exported through the United States. Whether 


Mr. CLARKE. Will the Senator from New 
York state where he obtained this information ? 

Mr. DIX. I have ascertained the fact from 
some statistical statements published in a newspa- 
per at Oswego, containing the transactions at the 
collector’s office. ‘This information is given in an 


able to examine it. From the source I have before 


received at Oswego. 
probably less. 

The bill will undoubtedly lead to a free inter- 
change of products among the frontier inhabitants. 
If, in the course of these exchanges, we receive 
any Canada wheat for consumption, it must be in 
the few individual cases in which the sellers of our 
products to the Canadians are able to’consume it 
more freely. ‘To a very limited extent it may 
possibly reach a new class of consumers, who 


At Butfalo the amount was 


bill. For instance, one of our frontier inhabitants 
half a dozen sheep into Canada without paying 
the duty of forty cents a head, now exacted by 
the Canadian tariff, and bring back as many bush- | 
els of wheat without paying the twenty per cent. 
duty imposed by our tartff, will save between three 
and four dollars in an exchange of products of the 


thus be enabled to eat wheat bread 


coarser breadstuffs. This must be the only effect in | 
ordinaty years, when we produce more wheat than 


none from other countries, unless we consume it 


of such a nature as not to interfere with our own 
ee But these are very small matters, 
ardly worthy to be taken into the account in an 
estimate of large transactions. , 
Let me now test the truth of my position—that 
we have nothing to fear from competition with 











ne oes 


aad 


ae 


~ se Pig pe 







rings OP art 


ee TM 


Mie Payer or netane oo 


oe 


* 


| 
1 


eed 


re 


330 


affect ! roduction with us, with twenty millions of 


peanie, seems to me a very idle apprehension. It 


has been sta ed, on high cuthotie, that the entire 
trade oft the British North Amer an Colonies, with 
three milltons of people, does not ¢ qual that of Con- 
necticut, with only three hundred thousand inhabi- 
tants. The mor nun erou clive ,and ente rprising 
must always have the advantage in exchanging on 
equal terms. ‘The very fact that we send into New 
! 


Brunswick every year at least one hundred thou- 


sand barrels of flour, and probably as iarge an 


amount into Nova &S olla, seems to indicate that 
we might enter into successful competition with 
Upper in supplying Lower Canada, if all duties 


were to be removed. At least our surpluses wall, 


to Sone extent, meet there. 


Looking to the wheat culture alone, therefore, I 
should have no fears. But if we consider the sub- 
ject in connection with the export of cattle, corn, 

ted meats, and other articles, there can be no 
re mable ground to apprehend that we shall be 
loser Wi must be eraimers Large quantivves 
of cattle and corm are now ¢ x ported to Canada, 
with a specific duty, equal to about twenty per 
We sent into Canada in 1844 
thirteen thousand barrels of pork, and in 1847 
about the same quantity, with a specific duty of 


cent. against the im, 


ne dollar and twenty cents the ewl. against us. 
The removal of these duties cannot but have a 
most dee ided influence In increas’ the traffic of 
the northwestern States with Canada 

It ha heen sucveests | th it tl t propose dd measure, 
by removing the duties on the enumerated products, 
will destroy the protection which those duties se- 
cure to our agricultural industry. ‘The answer to 
this suggestion | » that the proposed arrrangement 
is forunice d Upon a mutual abolition of cutie ° and 
that the protection extended to like articles of the 
production of Canada will also be removed. There 
can be no necessity of protecting our produc is 
against Canada, when she ceases to protect her 
products against us. But the measure will, in 
trath, be of infinite advantage to our agriculture. 
Canada sends few products to us: 


we send many 
to her. 


We produce corn, which she needs, and 
which she cannet raise. Her winters are longer 
than ours; and, as the expense of keeping cattle 
irom autumn to spring ts greater, she will always 
reiy on us for her supplies, both for the slaughter- 
There is now 
a duty of $440 a*head on cows, and seven dol- 


vs a head on oxen, on importation into Canada. 


h use and for farming purposes, 


The removal of these duties will be a great ad- 


vantage to us. 


In short, under all its aspects, 
this measure will, on examination, be admitted 
to be of infinite benefit to our agriculture. It will, 
in most cases, remove duties on our products, 
Which operate as a direct discouragement to their 
exportation, while the removal of the duties on the 
like articles of the production of Canada cannot 
affect us, as those duties are chic fly oy products 
which will not come into competition with ours, and 
are therefore not protecuve. Ina word, I can fancy 
bo measure more likely to be beneficial to our ag- 
riculture thanthis. The highest species of protec- 
tron to industry Is that which opens new markets 
for its products. Inthis point of view this measure 
is cuimently protective; it is just, legitimate, eflect- 
ive protection; and if gentlemen desire (as | have 
no doubt they do) to advance the agricultural in- 
terests of the country, they ought to sustain it. 
Let me now state a few further statistical facts 
to the Senate, for the purpose of showing how 
litle influence any increased interchange of prod - 
ucts with Canada under this bill is likely to have on 
our aggregate exchanges with foreign countries. 
The duties on merchandise collected in all the 
inland frontier districts, commencing at Burlington, 
om Lake Champlain, and terminating at Chicago, 
on Lake Michigan, are as follows: — ] 
POE Bi in.0 0 osc eccsescncrescess Ot EIG OD 
URES be Sis oh 0t.0 20.00 60500 0e5 RE OO 
Pur EEG Scanlon ao S58 §a6.0640 oe >a BOUT. Ge 
Making an average of $63,555 71 per annum for 
the three years. ” 
Estimating the rate of duty at 335 per cent., the 
whole value of the articles imported from Canada 
into the United States, and paying duty at the cus- 
tom-houses, averages $190,667 13 per annum. <A 
poruon of the duties was, in all probability, re- 
funded under the law allowing a drawback on re- 
exportation of the articles on which the duties 
were paid. T learn that the amount of goods en- 
tered at Buflalo and Oswego for the benefit of 


vr 


drawback was greatly increased during the last 


year, as the returns, when we receive them, will 
undoubtedly show; but the amount refunded will 


be proportionably increased, so that the treasury 


will not be affected by the augmented collections 
from this cause. 

Our entire imports from the British North Amer- 
ican colonies in 1845 were of the value of about two 
millions of dollars. Of this amount more than nine 
hundred thousand dollars consisted of gold and 
silver, and more than eleven liundred thousand, 
including specie, were free of duty. The remain- 
ing nine hundred thousand dollars are to be divided 
between Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns- 
wick; and from the nature of the articles it is man- 
ifest that the quantity received from Canada was 
but a small portion of the amount. For instance, 
fish consututed about four hundred thousand dol- 
lars of the nine hundred thousand; and this came 
from the Atlantic provinces, ‘The year 1847 Lives 
nearly the same aggegaie result. Our entire im- 
ports from all the british North American coionies 
consuitute a very inconsiderable part of our com- 
mercial transactions with foreign States; and no 
change we can make in our intercourse with Can- 
ada can have any material intluence upon them. 
Notwithstanding this small import from the 
itish North American eolonies, our commercial 
intercourse with them, including Canada, 1s as 
beneficial for its extent as that with any portion of 
the world. We sent into them in 1847, products of 
the value of seven millions and a quarter of dollars— 
rbout five million eight hundred thousand domes- 
tic, and about fourteen hundred thousand foreign. 
The foreign exports were probably, to a great ex- 
tent, sent through the United States on foreign 
account. Our imports directly from those colonies, 
the same year, were of the value of about two mil- 
ions and a quarter. ‘The remaining five millions 
and a quarter (deducting some hundred thousand 
on foreign account) must have been paid by bills 
on England. A large portion of our exports into 
Canada is probably paid for in this way. She 
sends lumber to England, and with the proceeds 
pays us the eXcess of her imports from us over 
her exports to us. , 

But it is only a small portion even of these ex- 
changes which this bill can affect. It is only that 
portion which embraces the enumerated articles. 
Now, I have ascertained that in 1547 we did not 
import of those arucles from all the British North 
American colonies an amount equal in vaiue to one 
hundred thousand dollars. From Canada it must 
have been quite inconsiderable. ‘The intercourse 
tiiis bill is destined to affect is, therefore, not oniy 
limited in its extent, but it is essentially local in 
iis character. No apprehension is expressed in 
any quarter as to its practical operation, excepting 
as respects competition in the production of wheat. 
I trust | have shown that even this apprehension 
is without foundation. But if it were not so, the 
States on the frontier are those most likely to feel 
the influence of the competition. Ohio is the 
largest wheat-growing Suite in the Union. She 
produces a Jittle Jess than seventeen miilions of 
bushels—nearly four times as much as Canada. 
Next in order is New York, with a product of 
fourteen millions and a half of bushels—more than 
three times as much as Canada. Michigan, in 
1847, with a population not one-fourth of that of 
Canada, produced nearly twice as many bushels 
of wheat. These are the States which shvould 
object to the free exchanye proposed by the bill, 
if objection could reasonably be made in any quar- 
ter; and yet they are the very States in which the 
measure 1s most earnestly desired. It is, in truth, 
a measure which exclusively concerns the inhab- 
itants of the frontier; and | earnestly hope Sena- 
tors representing States which are far removed 
from it, and which cannot be affected by the pro- 
posed measure, will consent that the wishes of the 
parties immediately interested shall furnish the 
rule of their intercourse with each other. 

| have endeavored to show, Mr. President, that 
the Canadian Government has acted with great 
liberality towards us; and that by reciprocally 
removing the duties on the agricultural produc- 
tions of both countries enumerated in this bill, we 
do no injury to any interest, but create a mutual 
benefit. ; 

I was very much surprised to hear the Senator 
from Maryland [Mr. Pearce] say that there was 
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no reciprocity in the proposed arrangement; that 


Jan. 23 
worth of any of these products will be ev... 
from the United States to Canada.” The x. { 
could not have examined this subject with , 
accustomed care. Let me convince him ti. | 
has not done so. In 1847 we exported to C...0° 
53,953 barrels of flour, and 962,553 bushe! ; 
wheat, with aduty of about seven and a |y» ; 7 


a bushel on the liuuportation; we aiso send hey ¢ i 1 
) be | 


bushels of other grains. were 

Mr. PEARCE. I will thank the g, nator 
state whence he derives his information. | do , 
find it in the public documents, 7 

Mr. DIX. I have obtained the inform: 
the custom-house statistics of Canada, to whic} I 
have referred, furnished at my request by the ox 
cers of the Canadian Government. : _ 

We also sent into Canada 943,280 pounds 
tallow, with a duty of one per cent., (the y, 
large export probably resulting from the very 
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duty;) 28,000 pounds of butter, with a dirty { 
' $1 50 per cwt.; ],4538 oxen, With a duty of 97 . 
heaa, 14,701 bushels of potatoes, with ‘a dyy o¢ 
. J a 

ten per cent.; 49,099 bushels of apples, wy), ; 


duty of ten cents per bushel; 16,809 barr 
sulted meats, chiefly pork, with a duty o 
the cwt. 

‘The duty on sheep is nearly prohibitory, [t js 
at ordinary prices, forty percent. Nearly the same 
may be said of the duty on most other aninals 
Now, | do not hesitate to say, that the expor, of 
most of the enumerated products may be very 
greatly increased by the removal of the duties upog 
them; and 1 am satisfied that the Senator from 
Maryland will find, on a more careful examinatiog 
of the subject, that he has entirely misapprehended 
the operation of the bill upon the agricultural in- 
terest of the country. 

And now I wish to notice, in the briefest man- 
ner, the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Prevps.] The etfect of the amend. 
ment, if adopted, must be to defeat the measure, 
It cannot be accepted by Canada. ‘The articles the 
amendment proposes to make reciprocally free are 
hats, boots, shoes, and other manufactures of 
leather; cotton and woollen fabrics. These are all 
manufactured articles. The bill contemplates a 
free exchange of certain agricultural products, 
The amendment changes the whole character of 
the bill. Itextends to a class of imports on which 
Canada must rely for revenue. It would be just 
as unreasonable in her to ask us to receive her 
furs free of duty. 

But the duties on these articles, though revenue 
duties, are exceedingly moderate. They come 
within the range of those proposed by General 
Liamilton in his celebrated report on manufactures 
made shortly after the organization of the Federal 
Government. The duty on hats is 75 per cent.; on 
boots, shoes, and manufactures of leather of all 
kinds, an average duty, | think, not exceeding 10 
percent.; and ou manufactures of cotton and wool 
7} percent. These duties are not only moderate, 
but low; and without reference jo the departure of 
the amendment from the general policy of the bill, 
it is unreasonable to ask their abolition. 

Besides, the same duties are imposed on like 
products of British manufacture. The mother 
country has no advantage over us in this respect 
in Canada, and we ought not to ask an advantage 
over her. 

It is quite manifest that the emendment must 


¢ 
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' defeat the bill; and | entreat Senators hot to give 


it their support. If the bill is not acceptable to. 
them, I trust they will, at least, consent to manl- 
fest their opposition to it by a direct vote. 

I now come to an objection to the bill which I con- 
sider it proper to notice, though I regret to be under 
the necessity of making any reference to it. The 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunrerg terms this bill 
a measure ‘* of quasi annexation, Decause the ad- 
‘vantages which are urged as arising feom it seem lo 
‘ relate to some such project in the future.”? Mr. 
President, if this measure had any such object, we 
might reasonably count upon the support of the 
Senator from Virginia, if there were no other 
ground of objection. It is but four years since 
every Democratic vote in this body from the north- 
ern, northeastern, and northwestern States was 
cast for the annexation of Texas. If Canada 
should desire to unite herself to us, are we not to 
expect the same uranimity among our Democratic 


_ friends in another quarter? or are we to understan 


that annexation is only to Le countenanced whea 


“the Lill is delusive. If it pass, not a dollar’s |) it can be made at one extremity of the Union, and 
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ier course is to be discouraged and repelled, be- 
cause it may by possi lity lead to such a result in 
the furure? L hope the intimation of the Senator 
fom Virginia is not to be so understood. If it is, 
», is well that we know now in what manner our 
cooperation in the annexation of Texas and the 
acquisition of Florida is likely to be reciprocated, 

Mr. HUNTER. The gentleman from New 
York is mistaken if he supposes I urged this view 
ofthe bill as an objection to it, | I stated the fact 
without comment on it, or iInumating either an 
~onpoval or condemnation of it. I said that such 
oman be its purpose, for that the best arguments 
yreed in its favor seemed to be based upon some 
such prospect In the future. 

Mr. DEX. [Lam aware that the Senator did not 
comment upon the intimation he made, though I 
understood him to make it by way of objection to 
the bill. But Iam happy that he does not wish it 
he so received. While on thissubject, I desire to 
say, that so far as lam concerned, so far as con- 
cerns those with whom this measure originated, no 
euch design was ever imagined untl it was sug- 
cested by those to whom it seems to be unaccept- 
able. i believe (though Iam not sure) this prop- 
oxition came originally from Canada—from the 
liberal party in Canada—though it was cordially 
acquiesced in on our side by those who supposed 
thev had a direct interest in it. Among the first 
by whom it was publicly suggested, if 1 remem- 
ber right, was the Secretary of the Treasury. He 
has twice recommended it; and undoubtedly be- 
cause he regarded it as a commercial arrangement 
which would be beneficial to both parties. 

| know personally many of the prominent men 
in Canada. I know they are strongly opposed to 
a separation from the mother country. They de- 
sire union with England first, independence next, 
annexation to the United States last of all. They 
desire a free exchange of products with us, be- 
cause they believe the existing restrictions upon our 
commerce are prejudicial to both countries; and 
they desire nothing more. What the feeling is 
with the great body of people in Canada, I have 
no means of knowing. ‘That they desire free 
intercourse with us, there is no doubt. Beyond 
that, | know nothing of their opinions or wishes. 

For myself, | have heretofore spoken freely on 
this subject. 1 would neither be forward in ceurt- 
ing the afnexation of adjacent States, nor back- 
ward in acceding to it. I would neither make 
overtures nor repel them, without good cause. I 
believe we are large enough for all the purposes of 
security and strength; but [do not fear further ex- 
tension, nor would I decline it when circumstances 
render it convenient to ourselves or others. 

Mr. President, this consideration has been urged, 
and urged directly, as an objection to commercial 
freedom between the United States and Canada. I 
liave recently heard it from the anti-liberal party 
in Canada, who are for new restrictions on our 
commerce, 


tions as well as new ones, upon the ground that 

tree intercouse may lead to a political union be- 
: : be 

tween Canada and the United States. The Board 


They are in favor of existing restric- | 


of Trade in Montreal, in a petition to the Queen, | 


on the 18th December last, prayed for a renewal 
of the discriminating duty on American grain in 
favor of colonial grain; and one of the reasons as- 
signed was, that the recent changes in the commer- 
cial relations of Canada had led to “a growing 
‘commercial intercourse with the United States, 
‘giving rise to an opinion, which is daily gaining 
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be opposed at the other?—that even freedom of 


valorem, (S87 more,)—fourteen dollars tax to the 
two Governments forthe privile 
commodity with his nei 


eo his 


are ofexchangu , 
vor, Separated fronk him 
in one case by a narrow sheet of water, and in the 
other by an astronomical line. Now, lL venture to 
assert that these impositions will not long be sub- 
mitted to on either side; and if the yauare not re- 
moved by the two Governments, the inhabitants 
of both countries will look to annexation as the 
only practicable measure of relief. Sir, a liberal 
policy is always the most wise as well as the most 
just; and, I say again, that the people of the two 
countries will not to such a systemas | 
have described—a system executed by an army 


of custom-house officers on each side of the bound- 


submit 


ary line, placed there to enforce exactions which 
absolutely prohibit commercial 

fill their bags of plunder out of the hard earnings 
of the frontier inhabitants. And I cannot 

that those who advocate the doctrines of free trade 


intercourse, or to 
believe 


will sustain a state of things so utterly at variance 
with their own principles; that they will be found 
acting in unison with the anti-liberal party in Can- 
ada, upholding commercial restricuous, W hich do 
no good, againstcommercial freedom, which works 
ho injury; throwing impediments in the paths of 
those who are marked out by the great features of 
the districts they inhabit for friendly intercourse, 
and creating these embarrassments tor the avowed 
purpose of making them alien to each other. 
Notwithstanding the opinion of the Senator from 
Maryland, there is another consideration in favor 
of this bill which I consider of vital importance to 
us. We have earnestly desired, since the Amert- 
can Revolution, the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence. In 1826 it became the subject of diplomatic 
correspondence between the two countries. ‘The 
discussion exhibits the high value we have attached 
to this privilege. Indeed, we claimed it as a right; 
and it was asserted as such by Mr. Clay in a letter 
of great power and eloquence. ‘The mght was not 
admitted by Great Britain, and the matter was 
dropped. But there has been no period when we 


, would not have been willing to grant an equiva 


lent for a privilege in which, aécording to Mr. 


| Clay, nine States have an interest. Canadais now 


desirous of granting it without equivalent. She 
stands ready to pass a bill opening the free naviga- 
dion of the St. Lawrence to our vessels. Her Par- 
liament is in session. ‘The liberal party, which is 
now in power, Is about to bring the measure tor- 
ward; and I am happy to say that Lord Elgin, the 
Governor—a gentleman distinguished for an en- 
lightened and liberal statesmanship—is in favor of 
the measure. Its success is certain, if we do not 
decline the reciprocity asked for by this bill. 
When the Senator from Maryland said that the 
navigation of the St. Lawrence was useless to us, 
he could hardiy have been aware that ship canals 
have been constructed around the falls of Niagara, 


‘and other points below, to connect the great lakes 


with the Atlantic Ocean by way of the St. Lawrence, 
and that vessels of three hundred and fifty tons pass 
freely through these internal channels of commu- 
nication, During the last summer, two of our reve- 
nue vessels passed from Lake Erie and to Lake 
Ontario, through the St. Lawrence, to the Atlanue. 
When our ships can go to Quebec by sea ané 
meet vessels from our northwestern” States, there 
can be no doubt that large quantities of the prod- 
ucts of those States will be carried, in summer, 


|| spring, and autumn, in this direcuon by our own 


‘ground on both sides of the boundary line, that | 


‘the interests of the two countries, under the 
‘changed policy of the Imperial Government, are 
‘germane to each other, and under that system 
‘must sooner or later be politically interwoven.”’ 
Whether this view be just or not, I do not be- 


modes proposed—by a continuation of existing 
restrictions, or by the imposition of new ones. | 
believe the tendency of such measures will be to 
hasten and to consummate the very end they are 
intended to defeat. Let us see if it be notso. A 
man at Champlain, New Vork, or Swanton, Ver- 
mont, wishes to sell an ox to his neighbor in Can- 
ada, living in sighfof him, and take wheat in ex- 
change. On making his entry at the Canadian 
custom-house, he is taxed $7 on the importa- 
tion of his ox. He brings say thirty-five bushels 
of wheat, at $1 a bushel, and, on entering them 


' vessels to Europe. 


| Liverpool. 


If this bill becomes a law, I 
have no hesitation in predicting that vesseis at no 
distant day will be laden with wheat in Chicago, 
Green Bay, Detroit, and Cleveland, and unlade in 


will have an advantage in avoiding transhipment 


. | || between the point of embarkation and the sea, or 
lieve the result is to be defeated in either of the |! 


the foreign market. If the result is to affect in any 


way producers in the Middle States,as Kentucky in | 


the West, and Maryland and Virginia on the At- 
lantic, it will be to relieve them from competition in 
our own markets with the wheat-growers of Ohio, 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin; and I greatly 
err if gentlemen from the wheat-growing States do 
not find themselves acting in direct contravention 


of the interests of their constituents in opposing 


this measure. In any point of view under which 
the subject can be considered, the opening of the 
St. Lawrence will be of incalculable benefit. It 


is, indeed, the only outlet of the Northwest to the | 


at our custom-house, he ig taxed 20 per cent. ad || sea for vessels of any magnitude—the only outlet 
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of this kind they can ever have; for with all the 
for internal 


New York 


possesses, a ship-canal through her territory is 


facilities communteation 
opposed by physical obstacles too serious to be 
overcome, 

I believe the adoption of this great measure—the 
free navigation of the St. Lawrence—depends on 
the passage of this bill. Tf the reciprocity it pro- 
vides for is refused, we cannot expect that Canada 
will grant us what she considers as a boon, what 
we claim as aright, and what all must concede to 
be a privilege of inestimable value. On the con- 
trary, if the libernl course she has pursued is met 
by an illiberal spirit in us, | fear she will be com- 
ye led, in self-detence , to resort to her old system 
of differential duties, and to continue the restric- 
tion on There is a strong party in 
Canada in favor of this course. 


navigation, 


I have already 
ailuded to the anti-liberal party. I have quoted 
their recent petition to the Queen in faver of dis- 
criminating duues on our products. And, air, I 
greatly fear, if this bill is defeated, that we shall 
peut a weapon Into their har a to be 
our 


wielded to 
and mjury. ‘To with- 
hold, therefore, a just measure of reeinros ity. asl 
verily believe, of mutual advant 
would not oniy be 


serious annoyance 


ve to both parties, 
j exceedingly narrow in po 


on our part, but, like all selfishness, it would de- 


ey 


feat itself, and result ina loss of benefits we already 
r njoy. The se bene fits, as j have alre uly shown, 
are—first, fequal duties in Canada on American 
and British goods; and second, a market for at 
least three millions of dollars in value of the prod- 
ucts of our industry. 

Mr. DAYTON. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him? ‘The statement of facts he makes is 
important; and I desire to know on what authority 
he says that our manufactured articles are received 
in Canada on the same terms as those of Great 
Britain. 

Mr. DIX. I state it on the authority of the 
Canadian tariff, which T shall be happy to show 
the Senator from New Jersey; and I will add, 
that large quantities of our manufactures are ear- 
ried into Canada for consumption—tron castings, 
coarse cottons, and a varie ty of articles sent from 
the New England States, New Jersey, and Pennsyl- 
vania. To these States the increased intercourse 
proposed by this bill will be of great importance. 
The prospective benefit (which we should reject 
by a narrow policy) is the free navigation of the 
St. Lawrence—one of the highest prizes offered 
to the commercial enterprise of the country for 
many years. It will also carry with it the ppli- 
cation, Which we have always contended for, of 
a principle of the greatest value in international 
intercourse—a principle generally conceded in Eu- 
rope, since the report of Baron Elumboldt—the 
right of riparian States to an outlet to the sea by 
the water-courses on which they border. These 
seem to me to be advantages which far outweigh 
in Importance any considerations of pecunmary 
profit to be drawn from a close computation of 
the number of bushels of wheat which may be 
reciprocally received and exported; though, even 
on this narrow ground, I trust | have shown that 
we are not likely to be losers by the competition. 

‘There is another view of the subject which, L eon- 
fess, weighs greatly with me. The liberal party in 
Canada has been struggling for years to obtain the 
measure of political and commercial freedom to 
which they believe every community of men to 
be fairly entitled. Commercial freedom they have 
secured—not fully, but so far as to give them the 
regulation of the impost: political freedom, so far 


| as to give the popular voice a control over all car- 
Ship-owners, producers, all will be 
| greatly benefited by this free commerce, which 


dipal subjects of internal administration and ex- 
| ternal intercourse. The first use they have made 
|| of this partial independence of the mother country 
is to tender to us the most liberal terms of com- 
mercial exchange. They have extended to us 
these benefits without equivalent? We have en- 
joyed them for nearly two years with great ad- 
vantage. ‘They now ask equality in exchanging 
a few agricukural productions common to both 
countries. Sir, I should deeply regret that the 
United States, powerful and populous as they are, 
should withhold from a comparatively weak and 
dependent neighbor a privilege claimed on grounds 
so fair in themselves, and so entirely in aceordance 
with the liberal principles by which we profess to 
be governed. It would be but a poor encourage- 
ment to a country adopting our political maxims 
|| to some extent, and carrying them into the admin- 
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istration of her own commercial affairs, to be 
driven from the liberal policy she has espoused 
mto the old system of exclusion; to be thus 
checked at the very outset in her anes to cast 
off the shackles which she has regarded as the 
greatest impediment to her prosperity ; to be driven 
to this alternative, too, by us—the country, above 
all others, most interested in the establishment and 
maintenance of an enlightened policy in govern- 
ment and in commerce. 

Mr. PEARCE said that this was the first argu- 
ment made in support of the bill, and signified his 
desire to look into it. He would therefore move 
that the further consideration of the bill be post- 
poned unul to-morrow; which motion was agreed 
to. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the House amend. 
ment to the amendment of the Senate to the bill 
making appropriations for the current and contin- 
gent expenses of the Indian Department, and for 
tulfilling treaty stipulations with the various Indian 
tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1850; which 
was concurred in, 

CAPTAIN DAN DRAKE HENRIE. 

A bill from the House for the relief of Captain 
Dan Drake Henrie, was read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. BORLAND requested that the Senate would 
now consider the bill. 

The bill was then considered, read a third time, 
and passed. 

SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. UPHAM moved that the Committee on the 
District of Columbia be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the petition presented by him this 
morning, on the subject of the slave trade; ex- 
plaining, that the petition had been already handed 
to a member of the House, who had presented it 
in that branch, and had been, by some person, put 
in his (Mr. Upmam’s) hat. He had therefore sup- 
posed that it was a petition intrusted to him for 
presentation, 

‘The committee was then discharged from its 
further consideration. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 23, 1849. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. HILLIARD rose to a correction. He said 
that in the vote on the motion of his colleague 
|Mr. Harris] made yesterday, to lay on the table 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
in relation to the payment of interest on advances 
to the State of Alabama had been passed, he (Mr. 
H.) was recorded as having voted against the mo- 
tion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
This was an error; be had voted in the aflfirma- 
tive, and he desired that his vote might be so re- 
corded. ; 

The SPEAKER said the Journal would be 
amended accordingly. 

And then the Journal was approved. 


TROPHIES OF THE LATE WAR. 


Mr. SAWYER asked leave at this time to in- 
troduce a joint resolution requesting the President 
of the United States to deposite in the National 
Institute within the city of Washington, the flags 
and other trophies taken by the American armies 
in the late war with Mexico, there to remain for 
the inspection of all, to commemorate the gallant 
deeds of our army and navy. 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution could only 
be introduced by unanimous consent. 

Objection having been made, the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, hoped, he said, that the 
resolution would be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER explained that it had not been 
received. 

PRIVATE BILL. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order to be the bill for the relief of Robert Roberts, 
heretofore reported from the Committee on Claims. 


DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, asked leave 


to offer a resolution, changing the daily hour of | 


meeting of the House to eleven o’clock a. m., until || 
otherwise ordered. 

Objection having been made, the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; but waived the motion at the request 
of— 

Mr. DUNN, who asked leave to offer certain 
joint resolutions from the Legislature of Indiana; 
first, on the subject of postage; and secondly, on 
the subject of the Miami lands. 

No objection having been made, the resolutions 
were received. 

The first series was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, and the second 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DARLING gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill supplementary to “An 
act for the relief of J. P. B. Gratiot and the legal 
representatives of Henry Gratiot.” 

Mr. SIDNEY LAWRENCE gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a bill to prohibit the 
vending of lottery tickets in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. BRIDGES asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution; which was objected to: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America ta Congress assembled, That the 9th | 
section of an act entitied “An act to raise for a limited ime 
an additional military force, and for other purposes,” be 
construed so as to embrace the mothers of soldiers of ille- 
gitimate origin who served in the army of the United States 
in the recent war with Mexico, and who died before war- 
rants for their “bounty land’? were issued; aud that the | 
provisions of said section relating to bounty land be, and 
the same are hereby, extended to the mothers of such de- 
ceased soldiers. 

On motion of Mr. DARLING, (by leave,) it 
was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the petition of Messrs. Meeker and others. 


Mr. VINTON said that he was anxious, if pos- t : 
| for the use of the Patent Office, $1,500. 


sible, to get through with the civil and diplomatic | 
appropriation bill to-day. He therefore renewed | 
his motiun that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FICKLLN asked Mr. Vinton to waive his 
motion, in order to allow him (Mr. F.) to present 
certain resolutions, (he was understood to say.) 

Mr. VINTON declined, remarking, that the | 
gentleman could present his resoluuons another . 
day. 

Mr. HUNT desired that the committees might 
be called for reports. 

Mr. VINTON adhered to his motion. 

And the question was taken thereon, and de-— 
cided in the affirmative. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Smitn, | 
of Indiana, in the chair.) 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th day of June, 1850, and for , 
sther purposes. 

Mr. VINTON said, he hoped the committee 
would allow him to say, that he wished the com- | 
mittee would remain in session to-day, with a view, 
if possible, to finish thes bill. 

THE PATENT OFFICE. 

Mr. FARRELLY inquired if any amendments | 
had been offered for the Patent Office ? 

The CHAIRMAN said that portion of the bill 
had not yet been read. 

A suggestion was made, that the head ‘* Miscel- 
laneous’’ was the proper place for these amend- 
ménts, and that that portion of the bill had already 
been gone through with. 

The CHAIRMAN said an amendment having 
reference tothe Patent Office would now be in order. | 

Mr. FARRELLY thereupon moved the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Towards the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
building, according to the original plan, $50,000, to be paid 
out of the Patent Fand. 


Mr. FARRELLY, in explanation, said, the 
necessity of an enlargement of the Patent Office 
building has been urged by the Commissioner of 
Patents, in the reports, for the last three years. 
The amendment 1s similar to one offered at the 
last session. The law requires a classification of 


the models; but, in consequence of want of room, |, 


| piled upon each other, so as to be useless 
| sons wishing to examine them, and 


Jan. 23, 


no classification can be made. The models ar 
dels are 


to per. 
delay to the examiners, who are obliged i. - 
access to them. ‘There is not sufficient pet 
for the convenient accommodation of the a" 
cers. The upper hall is occupied by the colle. 
tions and curiosities of the Exploring Expedition 
and National Institute. It is understood that 


| these can be removed to the Smithsonian. build 


ings in two or three years; but if the number of 
applications for patents increase in the same ratio 
as they do now, there will not be room for a mn. 
er arrangement of the models within the hai) 

The models should be so arranged as to vive a 
observer a distinct view of each model in the cage 

There are a sufficient number of patented mode) 


to fill the hail, if arranged in this manner, and j, 


would take at least four times as much: space to 
exhibit them properly as is now occupied in the 
room appropriated to them. In three years, fiye 
thousand additional models will probably be eo}. 
lected, which would require more room ‘than the 
present building could furnish. . 

The Patent Office fund, according to the report 
of the Commissioner, amounted on the Ist of len. 
uary, 1848, to upwards of $207,000. The surplus 
of the present year, over all expenses, exceeds 
$8,000, which gives upwards of $215,000 now iq 
the treasury to the credit of the Patent Office fund, 


| The estimate of the architect of the cost of erect. 
| ing the two wings, according to the original plan, 
is $150,000. ‘The Patent Office fund ts set apart 


by law for the use of the office. No more appro- 
priate expenditure can be made of this fund than 
providing necessary buildings for the transaction 
of the business of the office, and the proper clas- 
sification and arrangement of models. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. HENLEY offered the following amendment: 


For the purchase of such scientific works as are necessary 


For compensation of Librarian, $500. 
For the collection of agricultural statistics, and other pur- 


| poses, $3,500. 


For detraying the expenses of chemical analyses of veget- 
able substances produced and used for the food of man aud 
animals in the United States, to be expended under the 
direction of the Commissioner of Patents, $1,000; which 
several sums, amounting in tie whole to $0,000, shail be 
paid out of the Patent fund. 


This amendment was agreed to. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT PORTLAND. 


Mr.GRINNELL moved the following amend- 
ment: 

For the purchase of a building to be used for holding the 
courts of the United States, post office, and custom-house 
at Portland, in the State of Maine, a sum not exceeding 
$149,000: Hrovided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shail 
after full examination, deem such purchase expedicut aad 
for the interest of the United States. 


Mr. FICKLIN was understood (as a point of 


, order) to suggest that this was the same proposition 


which had been voted down yesterday. 

Mr. GRINNELL was understood to say, it was 
carried in amendment. 

The amendment was ruled to be in order. 

Mr. G., in explanation, said that he had again 


| offered the amendment, because he believed that 


the building should be purchased, and that it was 
economy to make the purchase at this time. The 


| United States were now paying for the use of it. 


The purchase was recommended by the collector 
of the port, by the postmaster, and by the judges , 
of the United States courts. They said that the 
building was admirably adapted for the purpose. 

Mr. G. sent to the Clerk’s table a letter on the 
subjéct from the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
was read. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 7 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE CLERKS. 
Mr. TALLMADGE offered the following 


"amendment: 


To certain clerks who fferformed extra service in the 


| custom-house of New York, in the year eigliteen hundred 


and forty-one, the sum of fourteen hundred and seveuty- 
four dollars, according to the estimate of the Auditor, made 
the fourteenth of October, eighteen hundred and forty-one. 

Mr. T. stated that he held in his hand a report 


which had been made by the gentleman from New 


_ Jersey, (Mr. Grecory,] in which the facts of the 


case were succinctly stated almost in a single sen- 
tence. 
Mr. T. explained the character of the extra 











1! 
Jat 
hit 
me 


th! 


fol 





3, 


are 
er. 


to 


pt- 
ud 
lie 
ch 


wo fe ee 


” 


a we llr wy 


" 


“a SS 


1849. 
lat 
ae an right. It was so regarded by the Govern- 


ment, to which great service had been rendered by 
sree . 


the 
formed . 


Mr. SAWYER raised the point that this amend- 
ment was notin order, there being no law providing 
for the appropriation. He added, that this claim, 
if a gopd one, should be passed in the form of a 
private bill, like other private claims. 
"The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment in 


extra services which these clerks had per- | 


ler. 
~ POLLOCK (on a pro forma amendment to - 


the amendment) opposed the amendment of Mr. 
Tat LMADGE, and said the claim had come before 
the Committee on Claims of the twenty-ninth Con- 
and had been reported upon adversely by 
them. He had no doubt but these clerks at that 
time had done more than the clerks in the public 
employ usually did, but no more than they ought 


gress, 


do. 
"an HARALSON stated that there was now a bill 
upon the private calendar for the payment of this 
claim; and he raised the point, that this being the 
fact, the amendment was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the objection, and 
ruled the amendment out of order. 


Mr. VINTON offered the following amend- 
ments: 


To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to | 


pay for tweive copies of the Congressional Globe and twelve 


copies of the Appendix, for each member of the Honse of | 


Representatives, under the resolution of the Istof March, 
1847, $8,280. 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for 536 copies of the seventh volume of the Document- 
ary History of the American Revolution, being the first vol- 
ume of the fifih sertes of that work, $8,747 52. 

The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. VINTON offered the following amend-| 
ment, to come in between lines 549 and 550, | 


(printed bill): 

For the reappropriation of this sum, (carried to the sur- 
plus fund,) for payment to the widow of James McDonald, 
deceased, suid MeDonald’s share.of the sum granted by 


Congress for distribution as prize-money among the captors | 


of the British brig Detroit, during the last war with Great || tion of the Marine Hospital at Napoleon, Ar- 


| kansas, 


Britain, $37 50. 
This amendment was agreed to. 
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or which had been performed. It appeared to_ 
he said, that the appropriation was reason- || 


| tice of the House, ever since he had had a seat on | 
| this floor, to embrace appropriations of this kind | 


| the Committee of Ways and Means, oilered an 


Mr. VINTON offered the following amend- || 


ment, to come in between lines 552 and 553, 
(printed bill): 


For the erection of a custom-house at Eastport, in the | 
State of Maine, in addition to the amount heretofore appro- | 


priated for that object, $13,000, 

This amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON offered the following, to come in 
between lines 551 and 552, (printed biil:) 


_ For the redemption of the treasury scrip heretofore 
issued tor the satisfaction of the bounties promised to the 


|| purchase of the said site, the £10,000 heretofure appropriated 
| by the act aforesaid, Or so much thereof as is necessary, 
| shall be applied. 


non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, by the | 
$n section of the act of the Lith of February, 1847, to raise | 


for a lunited time an additional military torce, and for other 
purposes, and for the satisfaction in money of such bounties 
due tnder said section of suid act as those to whom they 
= = may elect to receive in money instead of land, 
$000,000 


And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed, 


immeciately after the passage of this act, to give notice, by | 


publication for sixty daysin at least one of the principal pa- 


= in Washington City, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New || 


ork, and Boston, and in such other papers as he may deein | 


expedient, that the principal and interest of such scrip as 
has been issued prior to the Ist of July, A. D., 1849, will be 


paid on that day on presentation at the Treasury of the Uni- | 


ted States, and that the interest on such scrip will cease on 
thatday. And the said Secretary is further directed not to 
issue scrip for said bounties after that day, but to pay the 


same in money Gut of this appropriation in all cases where | 


the person entitled to the bounty in land shall electto receive 
money in lieu thereof. 


He explained that this amendment was offered 


in pusuance of the recommendation of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury. 


The committee were no | 


doubt aware that this bounty land scrip was a six | 
per cent. stock, redeemable at: the pleasure of the | 


Government; but there was no law authorizing the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury to redeem it. The Sec- 


retary of the Treasury recommended that he be | 
authorized to redeem this scrip; the Committee of | 


Ways and Means were of the opinion that it was 
for the interest of the Government to redeem it 
whenever there was money in the treasury to en- 
able it to be done. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALL, of New York, moved an amend-— 


ment for the purchase of a site for a marine hos- 


| tion was put in with appropriauivns for Paducah, 


| propriation stood precisely on the same footing as 
| that for Paducah, Napoleon, Natchez, and all the 


| the building at St. Louis, and not for the purchase 


| of the site, appropriations were now inserted in the 
pital at Buffalo, New York; provided that the | 


Secretary of the Treasury was of the pinion that | 


j 
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: ; , ‘ 
a marine hospital was demanded at that place by | standing its greater commerce and population. It 
the public interest. | was the place of resort in the sickly season for all 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of | the navigators of the western waters. 
order. 

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out the words 
** without compensation,” in lines 594 and 595, (of 
the printed bill.) Agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved to insert the following, be- 
tween lines 595 and 596, (printed bill:) 

For completing the lighi-house on Brandywine shoals, | 
Delaware Bay, $2902 61. 

For completing the light-house on Carysfort reef, coast | 
of Fiorida, $31,590 76. 

Mr. HUNT, of New York, moved the follow- 
ing amendment: 

To pay the balance due to Ebenezer Warner, for con 
structing the light-house at White kish Point, on Lake Su- | 
perior, $3,288. | 


lt was a 
point at which there was more tonnage, more boats, 
more commerce than in any city of the West, 
except the city of New Orleans; and where, at 
the sickly season, more boatmen congregated than 
at any other point. , 

There was already one hospital of the finest 
description in St. Louis; there was a second be- 
longing to the church, and a third belonging to 
private individuals; yet they could not accommo- 
date one half*of those who came in there. 

This place had been recommended as a proper 
| location for a marine hospital, from time immemo- 
rial. In consequence of the fact that the title to 
the site had not been procured, the appropriation 
might not have been included in the estimates of 
the present session. But this was a difficulty 
which could be remedied. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out “ten thousand dollars,’’ and in- 
serting ‘‘ eight thousand.”’ 

He had made this motion, he said, merely for 
the purpose of saying a few words in explanation, 

The Secretary of the Treasury had recommended 
| appropriations for all those hospitals heretofore 
|, provided for, where the sites had been purchased. 

Since the bill now under consideration had been 
reported, the Secretary of the Treasury had made 
| a communication to the Committee of Ways and 

Means, informing them that the title of the United 
| States was perfected to the site for a hospital at 
| Napoleon, Arkansas, and recommending that an 
| appropriation for it be made. But the Secretary 
| of the Treasury had recommended no appropria- 
| tion for the hospital at St. Louis, because the title 
to the land was not perfected. 
| Mr. BOWLIN. We never can havea utle, un- 
| less the appropriation contemplated by my amend- 
| ment is made. 

Mr. VINTON. It may be proper that the ap- 
propriation should be made. I know the importance 
of St. Louis; bat we cannot permit amendments 
| to come in upon the mere opinions of individual 
| members of the House. These appropriations are 
| under the charge of the proper officers of the Gov- 
| ernment, and when we make an appropriation, we 
look to the estimates of the officers having charge 
of the works, This ia the objection which I have 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri. 
If it is a proper appropriation, it should be made; 
| and if the state of facts is such as to justify it, let 
| the gentleman go to the Secretary of the l'reasury 
, and get the proper recommendation. 

Mr. BOWLIN said that the Secretary of the 
Treasury could make no recommendation in con- 
sequence of the title not having been procured to 
| the site; and he (Mr. B.) repeated, that unless 
his amendmant was adopted, the title never could 
| be procured. He wanted to change the form of the 
appropriation, 

Mr. VINTON. Then the gentleman wants to 
| leave the old law, and offer an amendment for 
| something else. If that is so, that is a subject 
| upon which we should have a recommendation 
| from the department. Ido not object to the ap- 
| propriation: Il say itmay beproper. Butit comes 
| here in such an irregular way, thas we cannot 
| properly vote for it. It may be, for anything I 
| know to the contrary, that forty thousand dollars 
| would be a proper appropriation, instead of ten. 
Of that, the proper officers must judge. Some of 
these appropriations are for twenty thousand dol- 
lars, and some for other sums. ‘They are in ac- 
cordance with the recommendations of the officers ~ 
who had charge of the works. 

Mr. V. withdrew his motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (pro forma,) re- 
newed it. He had taken some pains, he said, to 
examine into the state of facts connected with 
these various hospitals. The fund which was 
originally appropriated for the purchase of a site 
for the hospital at St. Louis, had been replaced, or 
had‘gone to a sinking fund, or something of that 
kind. The appropriation was made for the pur- 
chase of the site. The title was not perfected in 
time to take the benefit of the appropriation. 
| There the matter stood now. Upon the books of 
| the treasury, there was no appropriation for the 
| purchase of a site at St. Louis. 
| Mr. VINTON. If that is the state of facts, the 
| Committee of Ways and Means, in all such cases, 

get from the Secretary of the Treasury a slate- 


He briefly explained the amendment. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, raised the objection that | 
the claim was a private claim, and stood upon the 
same footing with all others, and therefore was | 
not in order in a general appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the objection. 

Mr. COBB appealed. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the grounds of his decis- 
ion. If it was a new question, he said he might per- 
haps decide otherwise; but it had been the prac- 


in general appropriation bills. It was not for the 
Chair to decide that the House had acted improp- 
erly, and in violation of its own rules, in embra- 
cing these appropriations. ‘The Chair, therefore, 
decided that tae amendment was in order. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’’? was 
taken, and agreed to. Ayes 70, noes 56. 

The amendment having been decided in order, 
the question was taken upon it, and it was agreed 
to: Ayes 84, noes 43. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT NAPOLEON. 
Mr. VINTON, under instructions, he said, from 


amendment appropriating $20,000 for the comple- 





The amendment was agreed to. 
MARINE HOSPITAL AT ST. LOUIS. 


Mr. BOWLIN moved the following amendment: 


For the purpose of erecting a marine hospital at or near 
St. Louis, Missouri, in addition to tie 410,000 heretofore ap- 
propriated by the act approved August Jd, 1543, for the same 
object, $20,v00, to be expended only when the Government 
shall have obtained a bona fide ttle to the site 5 and tor the 


Mr. BOWLIN, in explanation, said that in the 
year 1842, the Government of the United States 
contracted for a site for a marine hospital at St. 
Louis, for the sum of seven thousand four hun- 
dred dollars. ‘The appropriation, however, was 
not made until late in the session, and not within 
the time limited for the payment of the money. 
The man with whom the contract was made 
backed out, and the money was returned into the 
treasury. ‘This was the first step in the trans- 
acuion. 

At the last session of Congress, this appropria- 


and other hospitals. ‘he appropriation for ten 
thousand dollars was made; but an amendment was 
made putting the appropriation in the form of an 
appropriation for building the hospital, though as 
yet no site had been purchased. ‘here was a 
mistake in the idea that a utile had been acquired 
to the site at St. Louis. 

Mr. HUNT, made a remark, of which nothing 
was heard by the reporter. 

Mr. VIN'ION desired to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Bow.in] whether the 
Secretary of the Treasury had recommended this 
appropriation ? 

Mr. BOWLIN said he did not know. 


The ap- 


places which were put in the appropriation bill of 
last year. But in consequence of the fact that the 
money had been appropriated for the erection of 


present bill for completing the other buildings, 
whilst St. Louis was left out altogether, notwith- 
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ment that such is the fact, and that the money 1s 
required; and the Secretary re ommends an ap- 
pPropriavon, and the committee report upon it, 
The ir muble in the pre sent case is, that the pecre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury has not been applied to to 
recommend it. The gentleman from Arkansas, 


(Mr. Jounson,] by his diligence, secured the ap- 


propriation for waporeon Wi 


the bill. . 
Some conversation followed between Mr. BOW 


LIN and Mr. VINTON, of which nothing was 


ich has just gone into 


heard hy the reporter. 

Mr. JOH: NSUN continued, Tt was, he thought, 
nothing more than just that the appropriations 
should be made, musmuch as tt had been fi lly 
hospital should be burlt. 


contemplated that this 

Si. Lour was avery IM portant Pa The inten- 
tion was, that a hospital shoul d have beetr estab- 
I; d there at the same tinve that it had been es 
tablished at the other places; and the money ought 


to be in the treasury, to secure the completion of 
the title to the site. Eh hoped the appropriauion 
would be made. 

Mr. HUNT (pro forma) .renew 
ment. If, he said, this were a new proposition, 


ed the amend- 


he should concur in the views which had been 
sed by the ge ntleman trom Onto, | Mr. \ IN- 
YON ] Dut Coneress had, some years ago, directed 


expres 


that a hospital should be- built at St. Louis. In 
the year 842 an appropriation had been made for 
the purchase of a site. The same bill contained 
Ap Prape mans for S! vilar objects at ‘ ipoleon, 


a suisville, 
‘ . ! 
it Was unde 

, y 4 
poieon, ( .¥l 


and other places. At the last 
erstood that all these sites, execs pt Na 
r. H. was understood to say, 


session 


had been 
secured: and a Inil was reported from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce making appropriations for 
them. The e appropriation were passed as 
The present 
of 1842, had 


should be made for 


amendments to the apprepriation bill. 
Congress, as well as the Congress 

decided thatan 
St. Louis 
site had not been perfected, ind the appropriation 


appropriation 
But it now seemed that the title to the 


went for nothing. 

Mr. VINTON inquired why the title to the land 
had not been ye rf cle d ’ 

Mr. BOWLIN explained, that the person who 
had contracted for the sale of the land backed out 
before Congress appropriated the money. 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
BOWLIN and Mr. VINTON. 

Mr. HUNT was understood to say that the 
report of the War Department at the last session of 
Coneress went to show that the titles had been per- 
fected to all the sites exce pot thatof Napoleon. He 
thoucht that, inasmuch as Congress had determined 
(which 
was a very Important point in the country, ) the 


that a hospital should be built at St. Louis 


appropriation ought not to be defeated on a mere 
formality. Ele thought the appropriation was just 
and necessary. 

Mr. BOWLIN demanded tellers on his amend- 
ment, which were ordered, (Messrs. Epwarps and 
Jounson, of New Hampshire.) 

And the question was taken, and decided in the 
afirmative—ayes 79, noes 45. 

So the amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, moved the following 
amendment: 

For purchasing a site and building a hospital at or near 
Cairo, in the State of Hlinoeis, twenty thousand dollars. 

Mr. S., in ex plane ion, proceeded to remark, 
that he was in favor of all appropriations desirable 
for sailors and boatmen. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and decided the 


amendment to be out of order. 


HOSPITAL FUND. 
-Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved the fol- 
lowe amendment: 

to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to collect facts 
and information in relation to marine hospitals and the ma 
rine hospital fund, and to report to Congress what altera 
tions and improvements are necessary and pracucable in the 
administration of the same, $1,000. 

Mr. K., in explanation, said that there had been 
no general legislation on the subject of marine 
hospitals since 1802. Until within a few years, the 
marine hospitals had been confined to the Atlantic 
board. Appropriations had now been made for 
ten hospitals on the inland waters. Under the law 
of 1798, there were collected, for the sufport of all 
the marine hospitals, about one hundred thousand 
dollars. This sum had been expended upon hos- 


pitals already in operation, and appropriations had 


been required from year to year to supply deficien- 
cies. During the present year, with only six hos- 
pitals in operation, an appropriation of fifteen 
thousand dollars was required to supply the defi- 
Cc i¢ ne Vy ° 

‘There was no general law establishing the sala- 
ries of physician, or steward, or other officers. If 
ten more hospitals were to be put in operation, 
something must be done to raise the requisite funds, 
iid toa sufficient amount. A hospital tax of one 
dollarand twenty cents was now levied upon sailors. 
Congress was the guardian of this fund, and unless 
it imposed some general regulations, it was certain 
that the purposes for which the money was raised 
would be lost sight of, 

‘There were, he had said, six hospitals now in 
operation on the Atlantic board: at New Orleans, 
it Key West, at Mobile, at Charleston, at Nor- 
Ten more had been autho- 
rized. Where was the money to come from by 
which beds were to be pure hased? The money 
already raised was entirely used up. He wished 
to bring the matter to the consideration of Con- 
wress, in order that the utmost possible good might 
be effected by this marine hospital fund. ‘he 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury had been consulted, and 
was also anxious that the sub yect should be laid | 
before Congress. He believed, that by autho- | 
rizing the Se cretary of the ‘Treasury to apply this 
small sum to obtain information, and to submit to 
Congress some regular system which might be 
put ito practical Operation, a measure would be 
adopted calculated to promote the best interests of 
the satlors and the boatmen. If the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury did not deem the matter important, 
he would not authorize the expenditure of the 
trpenie y. 

‘The qhestion was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. DICKINSON moved the following amend- 
ment: 


folk, and at Chelsea. 


For the purpose of defraying the expense of a geologicai 
and mineralogical examination of that portion of California 
and New Meatico adjomung tie beundary line to be estab- 
lished between the United States and the Republic of Mex- 
ico, five thousand dollars, outot the filly thousand heretofore 
ipproprmated for the expense OF running said boundary line, 
is lie rely ippropriated, And such examination shall be 
wider the charge of the Commissioner of tie Uuited States 
employed in ruaning said tine, but not to prejudice the run- 
ning of said boundary line. 

Mr. DICKINSON, in explanation, said that he 
considered it a good opportunity and a proper time 
for a geological and mineralogical examination to 
be made, because it could be carried on under the 
protection of the escort that would attend the sur- 
veying party and the commissioners to run the 
boundary line. He submitted the proposition now, | 
because hereafter the undertaking, in the absence 
of the Opportunity that now offered, would be an 
expensive one. He had not, it would be seen, 
asked for any additionalappropriation. He merely 
proposed that five thousand dollars should be ap- 
plied to the purpose out of the fifty thousand dol- 
Lae Aiipropieveied last year to run the boundary 
line between the Government of the United States 
and the Republic of Mexico. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, called for the read- 
ing of the amendment; which having been again 
read— 

Mr. ASHMUN said that he understood the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dick- 
INSON] authorized a geological and mineralogical 
eXamination to be made in connection with a com- 
mission that was supposed to be estabiished. 

For the purpose alone of making the remarks he 
(Mr. A.) desired to make, he would move to strike 
out the last line of the amendment. 

Now, he wished to inquire what law there was 
in the United States which authorized the establish- 
ment of any commission—any geological survey— 
or anything else—a commission even to survey a 
boundary line between us and Mexico. Last year 
Congress did appropriate money for the purpose, 
but they had passed no law, they had established 
no office, and they had fixed no salary; yet he un- 
derstood that a commissioner had been nominated 
by the President and confirmed by the Senate; 
and the President of his own will, power, and dis- | 
cretion, had fixed the salary of that commissioner, 
as he (Mr. A.) was informed. He had not risen 
to discuss thé question, but to call attention to the 
fact, that without a law, without a salary having 
been fixed, without a law creating the cftice, there | i] 
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had ‘Nan an officer appointed on ~ part of 
United States, and that the President of his wnd 
cretion had fixed the salary of that officer at fj 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. DICKINSON interposed, and inay; red if 
a treaty had not been’ made and ratified (ye tween 
Mexico and the United States, authorizing 
running of this boundary line? 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentle man that 
the rule required that debate on these ame hdmen 
should be confined within Very narrow limits 

Mr. ASHMUN stated, however, (in reply ' 
Mr. Dickinson,) that there was a treaty, and th 
treaty required the Government to establish the 

office of a commissioner, and fix his s salary ; 
did not authorize the Preside “nt to do it. 
The amendment of Mr. Dickinson was rejected. 


FOREIGN MINISTERS. 
The following item being under considerat) n, 
which provides— 





the 


ug 


is 


0 


but it 


For the salaries of ministers of the United States Gre 
Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Spain, and Brazi|- 


Mr. GREELEY moved an amendment to strike 
out Russia, Prussia, Spain, and Brazil, with the 
view (he said) of moving to make them ministers 
resident. 

He said that these officers, styled in the bill 
‘* ministers,” were usualiy known under the title 
of ministers plenipotentiary and envoys extraor- 
dinary. They received a salary of $9,000, an 
outfit of §9 000, and an infit of $4,500. It seemed 
to him, that in the present state of our foreign re. 
lations, there was no necessity for our reta: ning 
ministers plenipotentiary at these courts. The 
grade of ministers resident would be abundant y 
suitic ient; they received a salary of $6,000, and, 
he believed, no outfit. It was well known tie pay 
and emoluments of envoys extraordinar y being 
such as he had stated, that a gentleman was ap- 
pointed—say as minister to Russia, because he 
had some claims upon the President of the United 
States, or upon the party in power. He took this 
post of minister to Russia, staid three or four 
months, and often less time than that, and returned, 
pocketing this $22,500. He would like to havea 
minister who would remain, who would become 
known, and acquire influence and respect there. 


Mr. WENTWORT H, (imterposing.) Our off- 


i 


cers (i. e. those of Democratic appointment) will all 


at 


stay there; they don’t wish to come home. 


Mr. GREELEY (continuing) referred to the 
present convulsed state of Europe, and said there 
would doubtless be in a few months a German 
Empire; to that German Empire he would send a 
minister of the highest grade. Butif that was done, 
we certainly did not need a minister plenipoten- 
tiary to Prussia. 

‘Lhe amendment of Mr. Greevey was rejected. 


THE INCOMING ADMINISTRATION. 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, moved an amend- 
ment, to add at the end line 642— 


And for outfits of said ministers $63,000, or so much 


| thereofas may be necessary. 


He explained that he was instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs to move this amend ment, 
for the purpose of investing the new Administra- 
tion with the power of making such changes in the 
diplomatic corps as they might deem, under the 
circumstances of the case, expedient and proper. 
He could not, of course, know what might be the 
views of the new Administration upon the subject, 
but he found a precedent for this amendment in 
the appropriation bill .passed at the session inime- 
diately preceding the commencement of the present 
Administration, i. e. at the last session of the twen- 
ty-eighth Congress. [He read the item which pro- 
vided for outfits of ministers #63, 000, “or so much 


thereof as might be necessary.’’] 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, moved to insert 
the following at the end of line 653 (printed bill:) 

And for gutfits of said chargés des affaires, $76,500, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary. 

Agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to strike out in the item 
providing for chargés des «ffaires, the words Naples 
and the Papal States, with the view, he said, of 
moving, ata subsequent part of the bill, to insert a 
provision for salary and outfit of a minister in lieu 


| of the two chargés. 


‘The amendment was rejected. 














3 


d. 


1849. 


Mr. MARSH moved to insert the following, be- 

: 70 and 671, (printed bills) 

sop compensation to Peter Parker, Secretary of Legation 

: Chinese Interpreter, at Canton, tor his services as Charge 

et ae of the United States at said place, from the 20th 
a 1217, to the 2ist day of August, 1848, being the 


wv June, i 


setween the death of Alexander Everett, late Com- 


, 


eweell inne 8 6 


—* at Canton, and the actual arrival of Jobin Ww. 
Newt ' ye present Commissioner, alter the rate of 84,509 per 
ate oo. deducting his salary as such sceretary, and $2,000 
eedy paid bim towards said service,) the sui of $295 S2 


Agreed to. , 
ly, SCHENCK moved to insert the following: 
vil. * 


haa 


For the salary and outfit of a minister to Naples and the 
Pinal Sates, 


i 215.000 in heu of salaties of chargés des al- 
, o —<s pose Countles. 
" The amendment was rejected—ayes 58, noes 63. 
Mr. EMBREE moved an amendment, which, 
having briefly explained, he withdrew at the 
engwestion of Mr. Vinton, to offer it at a subse- 
nt part of the bill. 


quel 
“Mr. VINTON moved to insert the following 
efter live 683, (printed bill,) which was agreed to: 
i For office rent of ihe consul at Basle, in Switzerland, 

Mr. VINTON moved the following, as an ad- 


tion: 


ronar SCC 


tes 





pn» it further enacted, That the proviso to the 19th section 

; ret of the 28th of January, 1847, entitled * An act 

nyorizing the issue Of treasury Hotes, a loan, and for other 
pur post 2? be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


\Ir. V. stated, in explanation, that the loan act 
of Mare, 1847, set apart the proceeds of the pub- 
ic lands for the payment of the interest and prin- 
einalof the debt thereby created. It directed, that 
ont of the proceeds of the public lands the interest 

iould first be paid, and that the residue should 

e applied to the purchase of the stock, provided 
‘hat it should not be purchased above par. The 
consequence of thi, proviso was, that while the 
stock remained above par, the surplus of the pro- 

eds of the sales of the public lands, after paying 
the interest, must lie as a dead fund in the treas- 
ury, while the Government was paying interest 

the det for the period of twenty years, at the 
expiration of which the stock became redeemable 
by its own limitation. The Committee of Ways 
and Means had had this subject under considera- 
tion, and directed him (Mr. V.) to have an inter- 
view with the Secretary of the ‘Treasury upon the 
subject, who said, that in his opinion, this would 
bea very wise regulation, and that it would have 
the effect of enlarging the margin which the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury would have whenever it was 
in his power to purchase any portion of the public 
debt. He mentioned the instance which occurred 


uring the last autumn, when the Secretary of the 
Treasury went into the market for the purpose of 
purchasing halfa million of stock; under this law, 
as the stock was above par, he could purchase 

of this deseription of stock; as a matter of 
course, the number of sellers was comparatively 
restricted, as all those who would have been sell- 
ers under the act of 1847 were not open to him. 
The effect of this amendment would be to autho- 
rize the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, whenever he 
iad the money to do it, to go into the market and 
purchase the stock at the market price. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, (on a pro 
forma amendment,) said he perceived, from the re- 
port of the Seeretary of the Treasury, laid before 
Congress at the present session, that he had, as 
he (Mr. R.) thought, in violation of law, or of a 
fur constwuction of the act, gone into market with 
the view of purchasing some of the treasury notes 
or stock which had been previously issued. For 
his own part, he was unwilling to increase the 
power of the Secretary of the ‘lreasury, as was 
ere proposed, thus to go into the market and 
make these purchases. ‘The effect of it would be, 
to enable the Secretary, any time he saw fit, to 
cive an undue inflation to the stocks of the United 
States, which might be in the hands of individuals. 


If he had the power, because there happened to | 


be a little money in the treasury, of going into 
the market immediately, and paying whatever he 
had a mind to, he would be enabied to raise or to 
depress the prices of the stocks at his pleasure. 
He (Mr. R.) Was not willing to give that power. 
What had been the course of the Secretary of 
the Treasury during the last year? Because there 
had happened to be a little amount of money in 
the treasury, he had gone into the market and 
bought up half a million of our stocks, and that, 
too, within a very few months after Congress had 
authorized a loan to raise the money: so that we 
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were borrowing money to be used in into 
the marketand raising the prices of ouroewn stocks. 


fone 


He had no hesitation in saying that this invest- 
ment of power might lead t » the most outraveous 
abuses in the hands of a Secretary who was so 
disposed, , 

Mr. VINTON explained that this amendment 
would only authorize the Secretary of the Treas 
ury to use the money W hich was received trom tie 
sales of the public lands; (Mr. V.) had 
before said, if it was not used in that way, it would 
remain a dead fund in the treasury, while the Gov 
ernment Was, paying six per cent. interest On its 
sto ks. 

Mr. ROCKWELL said he understood perfectly 
that this amendment would apply only to ihe mon- 
Cys receive d trom the sales of the public lands, but 
those moneys amounted 


and as ie 


of themselves to about 
83,000 JOO perannunmy; ar dif this was used by the 
Government In buying in its stocks, alter the in- 
‘erest was paid, the etiect would be e: ormously to 
inflate the value of the 
holders would, of course, hold on to the stock, and 
demand higher prices when they knew the Secre- 
lary of the ‘Treasury was In the market prepared 
to buy at the market prices. 

With regard to this fund remaining tn the treas- 
ury, 1t never had been held as a dead fund, but 
had always been used like any other fund. It 
Was not Set apart; It was not placed by itself and 
so kept as money that could not be used; but it 
was used like the ordinary funds of the Govern- 
ment, and should be used after paying Lie interest 
of the public debt for which payment it was 
pledged. ‘The amount was large, and if placed in 
the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury to pur- 
chase our stocks at the market price, the effect 
would be most deleterious to the public interests. 

He was proceeding to speak of the fact, that the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury had, during the last 
year, loaned some S800,000 in the city of New 
York, in his (Mr2R.’s) judgment, in violation 
of law, when— 

The hammer fell, 

Mr. NICOLL (on a pro forma amendment) said 
the gentleman trom Connecticut seemed to over- 
look the fact, that the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
now had the power to buy in the loan of last 
winter at the current market rates. [le (Mr. N.) 
could see no objection to extending that power 
so as. to embrace dhe loan of 1847; instead of prov- 
ing injurious, it would give a larger field, and 
therefore enable the Government to buy in the 
loan at better terms than it otherwise could. As 
the chairman of the Commuttee of Ways and 
Means had stated, this fund from the sales of the 
public lands (aller paying the interest) must be 
idle, unless this power were given to the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury. 

‘The amendment of Mr. Vinron was agreed to. 

PAY OF MEMBERS. 

Mr. GREELEY offered the following amend- 
ment: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That from the compen 
sauon of each Senator and Representative in Congress, as 
fixed by the first section Of this act, there shall be deducted, 
on seltiement, an amount proportional, as compared with the 
whole number of days during Witch tue ilouse of Which he 
is a member shall ave been actually in session, to the nui- 
ber of days of said session during which he shall have been 
absent trom his seat, except for such portion of said absence 
as shall have been caused by his own sickne-s or by his 
devotion to official duties elsewhere, under the written order 
of the presiding otiieer of said House; and such Senator or 
member, in presenting his accouut for payment, sali state 
in writing the full number of days during wineh he siail 
have heen absent trom his seat at said session, and what 
| portion of said absence was rendered becessary by his own 
sickness or by the osder of the presiding otiicer as afbresaid, 
which statement shall be filed and printed with the accounts 
| of Congress. 

Mr. GREELEY explained. This amendment, 
| he said, was based upon remarks which had been 

made by the gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr. 
VenaBLe,] and the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Brown,] who had very forcibly explained 
the abuses caused by the absence of members from 
their seats, and by the consequent neglect of the 
public business. it was a wrong to the constitu- 
ent, it Was a wrong to the country, it was a wrong 
to those members who remained at their posts. 
Under the compensation law, which was provided 
for in the first section of the bill, by which mem- 
bers were to receive a salary of two thousane del- 
lars a year, much more abuse would exist than 
existed at present. A member now received eight 


dollars per day. He bad ore eonsuience about 


Stocks In market, for the 





330 


being absent any long time, on account of the pay 


he received. Butwitha fixed salary, he would go 
off for any indefinite period, and practice law at 
Boston, Cincinnau, Richmond, and other parts, to 
the detriment of the public business, and to the 
injury of these who remained here to attend to it, 

he amendment was rather wordy, but he could 
not very well make it leas so. Every member who 
had spoken on this subject had acknowledged the 
And it was the 


evil, and de plore d its existence. 

ject of the present amendment to apply the 
remedy. Ele hoped it would be adopted. 

Mr. MURPHY ealled for the reading of the 


amendment; which having been again read— 
Mr. M. moved to amend it by adding thereto 


} ) 
tne foilow 


Vind there shall also be deducted for such tine, from the 
con pe ion Of meinbers who shall attend the sittings of 
t House, as Uley stiall be « mployed in Wrilhog tor news- 
mit 


‘Theamendment to the amendment wasagreed to, 
And the amendment as amended was re jected, 
VINTON 
and report the bill. 

Mr. GREELEY moved the followine amend- 
ment: 


RA ° } 
Mr. moved that the commuttee rise 


Sec. 4. 7d be it further enected, That it shall not hence. 
forth be lawtul lo Appropriate 
and pay trom its Contingent lund any gn tity or extra pay 
Whatever; bat every appropriation of puabt ¢ 
money tor gratuities shall be lawtulonty when expr 
proved and passcd by both Houses of Congress. : 


jor either House oO, Congres 


to any person 


ssiy ap 


‘The amendment was rejected, 
PORTRAITS OF THE PRESIDENTS. 
’ yrT< : ? ° y" - 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware » ollered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

tnd be it further enacted, That for furnishing the Presi- 
dents House, in addition to the sum) hereto appropriated, 
with tie portrait of each of the Presidents ot the United 
, Who bave been elected to the office since General 
Washington, (whose portrait is already there.) to be painted 
utists, uaderthe direction of the Commitiee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, a sum not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars. 


Mr. SAWYER inquired of the Chair whether 
this amendment had not been declared out-of order 
yesterday ¢r 

‘The CHAIRMAN was understood to answer in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. SAWYER objected to the amendment on 
the ground that it was not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON submitted that the amendment 
was inorder. ‘There had been already appropria- 
tions made—— 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and was under- 
stood to explain, that Inasmuch as this appropria- 
tion was put on the ground of furniture for the 
President’s House, the Chair was not prepared to 
say that it was out of order. 

And the amendment being before the com- 
mittee— 

Mr. HOUSTON proceeded to remark, that it 
would be seen that this appropriation was not to 
exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars. ‘The por- 
trait of General Washington had for many years 
been in the President’s House. It was the only 
one in that building. Coneress had, from time to 
time, appropriated sums of money for the purpose 
of decorating the Capitolinasimilar way. Every 
stranger who visited the White House was struck 
with the fact that there were no such decorations 
to be seen there. The walls, with the exception 
of the hangings which adorned them, were bare. 

He thought gentlemen would concur with him 
inthe opinion that it was proper to preserve, in 
some portion of the metropolis, the portraits of 
the distinguished men who had occupied the Ex- 
ecutive chair. No place could bemore appropriate 
thanithe President’s House. The appropriation 

was asmall one. It was not designed merely to 
furnish the house for a temporary period, but to 
provide portraits which should remain there so 
long as they could be preserved. 

Wir. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
the amendment, by striking out ‘ten thousand,” 
and inserting ** five.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSON, in explanation, said that if he 
were not afraid of the terrible denunciation of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Vewasre,] 
—of being denounced as a demagogue—he might, 
perhaps, desire to say some few things on this 
emendment. Buta man who was bold enough to 
stand up in his place here, in the face of the denun- 
ciation of the ventieman from North Carolina, mugt 
be a man of more than ordaiyary boldness. 


He felt some desire, before he proceeded further, 
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to hear the term ‘‘ demagogue’’ defined. Some 
gentlemen seemed to think that it conveyed the 
idea of something that was very low. If he under- 
stood what these gentlemen meant by the word, it 
had a direct application to what he was now about 
to say. Sa 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and intimated 
that the gentleman was traveling beyond the * ex- 
planatuion’’ jaid down by the rule. 

Mr. JOLINSON said he would make the appli- 
cation of his remarks bear directly upon his mouon, 
If he understood what gentlemen meant by the 
word ** demagogue,’’ it was this: that when moves 
were made here which the people, if they knew 
them, would condemn—when proposiuons were 
made toexpend money unnecessarily and Improp- 
erly, as the people themselves would say if they 
knew how*it was to be applied—the man who set 
himself up, or whose posiuon enabled him to expose 
these proposiuions, and to vive lo the people the 
information which they ought to possess, that man 
was 4 demayogue. 


He was a man 
who dared to come forward here and oppose ap- 
propriations of money for objects which the people 
themselves, if they understood them, would put 
down as being against their notions of right, of 
economy, and of jusuce. ‘This was a demagogue; 
and there was in the minds of some gentiemen 
something associated with the term that was ex- 
ceedingly low and vulgar. If it was low, if it 
was vulvar, if it was contempuble, to refer to what 
existed in the public mind—to things which the 
people, if they could see, would condemu—how 
much more low, and vulgar, and coniempuble 
must be the thing condescended to! What, then, 
did this word demagogue mean? ‘That the people 
were low; that the people were vulgar; and when 
gentlemen pronounced such a man a demagogue, 
it was, in effect, saying that the people 

The CHAIRMAN interposed with the remark 
that the gentleman’s observations were not in order, 
because irrelevant. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked what the point of order 
was? 

‘The CHAIRMAN explained. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he did not wish to be dis- 
orderly or irrelevant; and that, if the Chair would 
have a little patience, he (Mr. J.) would show that 
his remarks were pertinent. , 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the remarks 
were not in order. The gentleman could appeal 
from the decision if he thought proper. 

Mr. JOHNSON said it was quite a draw upon 
his patience to submit to the irrelevancy of the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman could ex- 
plain his amendment, and must confine himself to 
that. 


W hat, then, was a demagogue? 





Mr. JOHNSON said that when he was inter- | 


rupted, he had been about to say that he wished to 
exonerate himself in respect to this appropriauon 
of ten thousand dollars for the purchase of portraits, 
against the charge of demagogism; and to show 
that when gentleman denounced those who opposed 
such appropriauons as demagogues, they were in 
fact denouncing the people, and not the individu- 
als. if the people themselves were here, would they 


submit to these appropriations ? W hat was the ap- | 


propriation when narrowed down to the true paint? 
len thousand dollars to buy portraits, to be hung 
upon the walls of the President’s House. Would 
the honest yeomunry of the country submit to such 
appropriations: 

‘The five minutes expired. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman insist 
on his amendment? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I insist upon it. But 1 should 


prefer to change its form. | withdraw my original | 


amendment, and | move to amend the amendment 
by striking out nine thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-nine dollars of the appropriation. ° 

[Severat Voices: That leaves just a dollar for 
the purchase of the portraits. ] 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Jeaunaas and by ayes 79, noes 53, it was 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment, 
as thus amended. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether the amend- 
ment as amended did not leave one dollar. 


‘The CHAIRMAN having replied in the affirm- 
alive— 
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ment by directing the appropriation to be applied 
to the portrait of Mr. Polk. 
But Mr. S. withdrew his amendment. 


OBE. 





The question was then taken, and the amend- | 


ment as amended was rejected. 


CLERKS IN THE DEPARTMENTS. 


_Mr. EMBREE offered the following as an ad- 
ditional section to the bill: 


Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That no clerk or other officer 
shall receive the salary of any secretary or head of bureau 
for acting or having acted in his place or office, while such 
secretary or head of bureau receives such salary, 


Mr. E., in explanation, said that he understood | 


that a new practice had been commenced in the 
departments of the Government, by the appoint- 
ment of inferior officers or clerks to discharge the 


duties of heads of bureaus, or secretaries of de- | 
partments, and that the inferior clerks in such | 
cases received the full compensation of the Secre- | 


tary or the head of the bureau. If this principle 
was to be adopted, and former accounts were to be 
settled in accordance with it, it would cost the Gov- 
ernment some hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
The object of the amendment was to check this 


practice in the different bureaus and offices. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, offered the fol- | 


lowing amendment, which was agreed to: 


For annual repairs of the Capitol, attendance on furnaces 
in the erypt, attendance on water-closets, for pubhe gar- 


dener and laborers and cartage ou the Capitol grounds ; tools, | 


wire, leather, nails, stakes, boxes, straw for grounds, and 
whitewashing; graveling the walks in the Capito! grounds, 
manure and trees for grounds; repairs of public stables ; 
flagging, enclosures, &c.; keeping in order the iron pipes 
that couvey Water to the Capitol and public offices, and re- 
pairing damage by freshets ; brooms, brushes, wooden spades, 
shoveling snow, repairing abutments at Tiber creek, and 
building protecting walls, enclosing and improving the pub- 
lic grounds at the north, south, and west of the Cajvtol, and 
the open triangular spaces on Pennsylvania avenue, $17,000. 


For annual repairs of President’s House, gardener, and | 


laborers, graveling the walks in President’s square, manure, 
leather, nails, tools, &c., and repairs of fence at Lafayette 
square, fountain square, and Presylent’s garden, cartage, 
&e., #3,500. 

For lighting Pennsylvania avenue from Capitol square to 
the Treasury Departinent, and compensation for one lamp- 
lighter for the same, and for hghting the Capitol and Capitol 
grounds and President’s House, 36,000, to be expended un- 
der the direction of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. HENLEY moved the following amend- 
ment: 
se it further enacted, That the sum of fifty thousand 


dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated ‘out of 


} any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 


surveying the public lands in California, to be expended 
under the direction of the Presideut of the United States, 
until otherwise provided for by law: And provided, further, 
That the President shall be authorized, if in his opinion it 
shall be deemed advisable, to institute a geological and 
mineralogical examination of California to be made, and 
that the expenses for the same shall be defrayed out of said 


| sum of fifty thousand dollars. 


Mr. HENLEY, in explanation, said he was 
satisfied that no proposition for the survey of the 
public lands in California would be passed in any 
general law. For that reason, and as he believed 
that there was no necessity for passing a law autho- 
rizing the survey, he proposed to make the appro- 
priation here. 

Mr. VINTON desired to be informed whether 
this appropriation had been recommended by the 
Committee on Public Lands, or whether any other 
committee had had the subject in charge? It cer- 
tainly had not been before the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. HENLEY. It has not, I believe, been 
recommended by the Committee on Public Lands. 
1 make the proposition now, because I believe 
that it is too late to pass any general law on the 
subject. The importance of the subject made the 
appropriation necessary. 

Mr. COLLAMER raised the point of order on 
the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment in or- 
der. 

And the question having been taken, the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill and amendments to the House. 


BOOKS TO MEMBERS 
Mr. EDWARDS offered the following amend- 


ment: 

Be it further enacted, That the sunis of money appropriated 
in this bill for books be deducted from the pay of those mem- 
bers who voted for the appropriation. 


Mr. EDWARDS, in explanation, said that he 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- | had voted in favor of the appropriation, and was 
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of course willing that the amendmen 
erate upon himself precisely as it would Upon an 

other member. He had no apology to mak fi 

the vote he had given. He would send ‘ - 
Clerk’s table the New York “ Tribune” of J; me 
ary 18, and would request the Clerk to read th, 
paragraph which he (Mr. E.) had marked ' 

The Clerk read the following: , 

* And yet, Mr. Speaker, it has been hinted if not 
on this floor, that I voted for these Congressional books! 5 
certainly voted against them at every Opportunity, When | 
understood the question. : T voted against agreeing to thar 
item of the report of the Committee ot the Whole in favor of 
the deficiency bill, and, the item prevailing, IF voted araine 
the whole bill. [tried to be against them at every opporta. 
nity. But it scems that on some stand-up vote in Committee 
of the W hole, when I utterly mnisunderstood What was the 
question before the committee, L voted for this item, Gen. 
tlemen say I did, and I must presume they are right, 
tainly never meant to do so, and T did all in my power iy the 
House to defeat this appropriation. But it is common with 
me in incidental and hasty divisions, when I do not clear! 
understand the point to be decided, to vote with thy chair. 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Virroy } 
who is 80 generally right, and who has special charge of 
appropriation bills, and of expr diting business generally 
Thus only can I have voted for these books, as on all other 
occasions I certainly voted against them.”? 

The paragraph having been read— 

Mr. EDWARDS (addressing Mr. Greeieyy 
said, | wish to inquire of the gentleman from New 
ee if I am in order, whether that is his edito. 
rial ? 

Mr. GREELEY rose 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said that 
this was not the subject-matter of debate, not being 

roperly an explanation as prescribed by the rule. 

he discussion was wholly irrelevant. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I have offered my amend- 
ment as an additional section to the bill. 

Mr. GREELEY. I certainly think I am enti- 
tled to say a word in explanation. 

[Cries of ‘* Hear him—Hear Greeter”’—with 
objections. | 

Mr. EDWARDS. You are, then; the author 
of that article? 

Mr. GREELEY. I think I am entitled —— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can pro- 
ceed only by unanimous consent. Gentlemen 
must see where this will lead to, if irrelevant mat- 
ters of this kind are allowed to be discussed. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I want to know the decision 
of the Chair upon my motion. 

Mr. GREELEY. I think [ &m entitled to an- 
swer the gentleman's interrogatory. 

The CHAIRMAN. Every gentleman must see 
where this will lead, if the discussion is to go on. 
The Chair thinks it is his duty to restrain discus- 
sion within proper limits; and, under the rule, it 
is clearly improper to go into a discussion in rela- 
tion to an editorial in any paper, or the personal 
conduct of a member, or into any matter of that 
kind. 

Mr. EDWARDS. The Chair has misunder- 
stood my motion. 

Mr. DUER. Cannot the gentleman be heard by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDWARDS appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the Committee?” was 
taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

Mr. GREELEY said, evéry gentleman here 
must remember that that was but the substance of 
what he had spoken on this floor. 

His colleague next him (Mr. Rumsey] had told 
him, that upon one occasion he (Mr. G.) had 
voted for the appropriation for books when he did 
not understand the vote. He (Mr. G.) had voted 
for tellers when a motion was made to pass the 
item; but by mistake the chairman passed over the 
motion for tellers, and counted him in favor of the 
item. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I understand, then, that the 
gentieman voted without understanding what he 
was voting upon, and that he would have voted 
against taking the books had he not been mistaken. 

Mr. GREELEY assented. : 

Mr. EDWARDS. | assert that that declaration 
is unfounded in fac. I have the* proof that the 
gentleman justified his vote both before and after 
the voting. 

Mr. GREELEY called for the proof. ; 

Mr. EDWARDS said he held himself responst- 
ble, not elsewhere, but here, to prove that the gen- 
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tleman from New York {Mr. Greevey] had just 


fied his vote in favor of the books both before and 
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